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North Fork Community Development Council 

Minutes of Board Meeting – February 23, 2015 
5:30 p.m. at the North Fork CDC  

 
1.​ Call to Order:  The meeting of the CDC Board was called to order by the President Dan Rosenberg at 5:35 

p.m.  Present were: Roz Thrapp, Gayle Fain, Sandy Chaille, Dan Rosenberg, Tom Burdette, Barbara 
Colliander, Dean Osekavage, Patrick Biehn, Julie Ahrens.  A quorum was present.  Guests:  Michael Olwyler, 
Connie Popelish, Bob Costa, Mary Proper, Volney Dunavan, Don Grove, Sharon Grove.  

 
2.​ Additions to the Agenda:  None. 
 
3.​ Approval of the Agenda:  Roz Thrapp moved, Tom Burdette seconded to approve the agenda. Motion 

carried. 
 
4.​ Public Comment:  Connie Popelish gave comments for the History Group.  She handed in the documents that 

they had, including the MOU with the CDC and their plans for the history park and display; this is to be 
submitted to John Reed for the site planning process.  Bob Costa had requests for the site plan also; 
specifically, he was concerned for the parking for the amphitheater.  These will be further addressed later in 
the agenda. 

​   
5.​ Approval of Minutes of January 26, 2014 Regular Board Meeting:  Sandy Chaille moved, Tom Burdette 

seconded to approve the minutes of the January 26 meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
6.​ Treasurer’s Report:  The financial report was presented by Dan Rosenberg.  It is for the period ending 

February 18, 2015.  Balance in the general account is $115,947.60.  ($80,000 is the match for the EDA grant).   
The Brownfield savings account is $38,970.57 and the water savings account is $14,384.37.  The balance for 
the Brownfield Loan is $534,470.47.  Tom Burdette asked how long the Higman repayment would take.  It is 
not known, as repayment is sporadic; it is paid by the county to us, and determined by how much they are 
paid.  Sandy Chaille moved, Tom Burdette seconded, to approve the financial report. Motion carried.  

 
7.​ Corresponding Secretary/Membership Report:  Roz Thrapp reported that memberships will be renewed at the 

annual meeting.  Organizations were reminded that they needed to re-up at the same time.  Mary Proper will 
prepare invoices for the member organizations. 

 
8.​ Discussion and Action Items 

a.​ Old Business 
i.​ Caretaker responsibilities—update:  Dan Rosenberg reported Donnie’s activities; Tom 

Burdette will give him more to do. 
ii.​ Bio-energy project/grant—update: Dan Rosenberg reported on the $4.9 million grant that 

we received to build the Bio-Mass Energy Plant.  Construction should start in June.  It 
needs to be finished within a year.  Some infrastructure will be needed.  The grant has 
funds for this. The North Fork Community Power LLC is formed to operate the plant.  
Phoenix Energy and the CDC each own 45% of this company.  There will still be costs to 
hook it up to the grid.  We need a logo.  Dan Rosenberg suggested a logo contest.  Dean 
Osekavage will send information to the Minarets High School and North Fork Middle 
School.  It should be due March 27.   Prize is a $50 gift card.   
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iii.​ EDA grant—Planning Committee Recommendations/sale of next parcel:  Dan Rosenberg 
explained that we need to have only one company (with one contract) to run the whole 
thing.  They can subcontract.  About $10,000 will not be reimbursed at the 50% level. Dan 
Rosenberg is preparing the RFP.  We need to run it for 30 days and must have 3 viable 
bids.  Tom gave an update on the planning committee meetings and recommendations.  
Using the maps of the site, he described the current and potential use.  The CDC planning 
committee is recommending the maximum density design per Map C.  From that, the 
infrastructure and engineering plan will be developed.  Tom Burdette moved, Roz 
Thrapp seconded, to authorize John Reed to proceed with a site development plan for 
maximum density (highest and best use).  Motion carried. 

iv.​ EDA grant—new RFP:  Dan Rosenberg will facilitate the writing of an RFP for the 
administration of the EDA grant.   

v.​ New savings account for EDA grant:  Sandy Chaille, reporting for the budget committee, 
recommended that we set aside the $80,000 that will be used for the EDA grant.  Sandy 
Chaille moved, Tom Burdette seconded, that we open a separate savings account for 
the $80,000 for the match to the EDA grant. Motion carried. 

vi.​ Old Mill Trail—update/signs:  Michael Olwyler will talk with Daniel (student at Minarets) 
and take care of the signs.  Barbara Colliander will get Mary Proper copies of the trail 
map.  She will email the map to the board.  

vii.​  Facilities maintenance:  Fred looked at the well, pump and water tank.  He fixed the 
problem that Tom Burdette had discovered (no running water, though the tank was full).  
Fred is also working with the county on a non-community water system.   

viii.​  Property Owners’ Association/Quick Books accounts/new checking account:  An 
account for the Property Owners Association is open and we’re in business as an 
Association.  First quarter 2015 bills should be sent out soon.  Mary Proper will do this.   
Barbara Colliander moved, Tom Burdette seconded to transfer $10,702.44, less the 
amount of payments to the water system that have already been made, from the 
water savings account to the Property Owners Association.  Motion carried.  The 
Mono Tribe may want to join the Property Owners Association.  They are considering this. 

ix.​ New payment schedule to Madera County for BRLF:  Dan Rosenberg is working on this.  
x.​ All-right Recycling—update:  Keith is cleaning up.  Dean Osekage is staying on top of it.  

By June 1st, Keith needs to have down-sized so that he is off the Bio-Mass Energy site! 
xi.​ Annual meeting:  March 23 is the Annual meeting.  Outreach meetings for the Bio-Mass 

Energy Plant will be advertised.  Other program is in process.  La Cabana is willing to  
cater.  Women’s Club will do dessert.  Beverages will be provided.  Julie Ahrens moved, 
Roz Thrapp seconded to ask La Cabana to cater the event as a cost not to exceed 
$7/person (for approximately 60 people not to exceed $420).  Motion carried. 

xii.​  BRLF-designation of funds to savings:  We are not in a position to designate any 
funds this month.  

xiii.​  Committee Reports: 
1.​ Real Estate—including offices for rent:  How about a sign out front that says “Office 

space for rent”?   It was agreed to do this.  Julie Ahrens will check with Janet Wheeler 
for a sign. 

2.​ Planning—see above.  No added material 
3.​ History Group/CDC.  No added material 
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b.​ New Business 
i.​ Approval of 2015 CDC budget:  The budget committee presented a draft budget.  The are 

proposing to pay $165 per month to the county (Brownfields loan).  The draft budget was 
adjusted, per ideas from the group.   It was suggested that we pay the county monthly the 
amount of the interest for the load.  The committee will revise the draft and present it next 
month.  

ii.​ Change of propane companies—discussion.  We use Ferrell Gas and it is higher than the  
competitors.  Dean Osekavage will check with other companies, and find out if we can 
save money. 

iii.​ Expansion of CDC board to 13—discussion:  Currently, there are 12.  Adding one would 
be a member-at-large.  Barbara Colliander moved, Tom Burdette seconded to add a 
member at large to the board.  Motion carried.  Up for re-election at the Annual 
Meeting are Dan Rosenberg and Barbara Colliander.  They are willing to serve again. 

 
9.​ Organizational Reports (if time):  April 11 is Breakfast for the Garden at North Fork School.  Women’s 

Club is having Bunco.  Boosters is having Bingo the 1st Tuesday of the month.  There is a story teller 
concert on April 16 at 7 p.m. at the library.  NFVFDA BBQ is April 25 at 11 a.m. at Kennedy Hall.  
Dance at Town Hall on March 7th.  

 
10.​Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 
 
Submitted by Barbara Colliander 
Secretary, CDC 
 

Reminder:  The next CDC meeting will be the Annual Meeting on Monday, March 23, 2015 at the 
Tribal Council Community Center.  Gather and snacks at 5:00 pm—meeting to start at 5:30 pm. 
Set up is at 3:00 for those who can assist.  
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