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Posted on April 28, 2009 by 

Notes from the April 27, 2009 meeting of the Board of Directors​

of the North Fork Community Development Council​

held at 5:30 p.m. in the conference room of the CDC office building.​

NOTE: A quorum was not present so no action was taken. 

The meeting was called to order at 5:40 with the recital of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present were President Dan Rosenberg, Vice President Sandy Chaille, Board members 

Mary Proper, Joanne Freemire and Cathey Thornburg, Grant Administrator Jill Mross 

and Recorder Volney Dunavan. 

●​ Dan updated us about the new website: nfcdc.org. Sandy, Volney and soon 

Jill will be able to post draft items and the site manager (Kirsten at this time) 

will approve the postings. There will be no ongoing charges; the hosting is 

free as is the software. 

●​ The formal signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between the North 

Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians, the County of Madera and the North Fork 

Community Development Council will take place on Tuesday, May 12 at 9 

a.m. in the Supervisor’s chambers down in Madera. 

●​ Elissa brought up the idea of a park in the greenbelt along the edge of the 

mill site. There could be trails, even a bridge over to the Recreation Center if 

this fit in with North Fork Booster plans. If we so decided, the County could 

both own and maintain the park. Grants are available for communities that 

lack parks. Parts could be made accessible to older folks, those with 

disabilities, etc. The recommendation of those present was to pursue the 

idea, not make a decision but investigate so there is more information. The 

http://northforkcdc.org/?p=293


Planning Committee will look into it. Mary reminded that college students 

made a trail out by the property line on Douglas Ranger Station Road; 

another group made a trail down by Willow Creek. 

●​ Jill as a member of the CDC, will plan and oversee a fencing party with the 

goal of fencing the nuisance cement. It will be Saturday May 23 at 8 a.m. 

CDC members will be invited and asked to bring tools, gloves and especially 

ear plugs. Probably there will be hot dogs on the menu. Jill will send a post 

card to the 30 or so CDC members. Joanne expressed concern that Steve 

Christianson found cement. Maybe we need to test? The stakes that are 

used to hold the fencing can be sold at a later date. Cathey will format a 

postcard using the information Dan will send to her. The cards will be card 

stock. Sandy will contact Claudia Box to see if she can deliver the needed 

supplies. Rich can get the zip ties when he gets the netting, or if not, maybe 

Doug Betty will have them. We will need tape measures. 

●​ Marc Mandel has again expressed his interest in buying property for his 

business. His ideal scenario would be for us to finance the loan which would 

have a large down payment. He would prefer to stay where he is right now 

but would move if it were absolutely necessary. Dan suggested that a 

subcommittee brainstorm the idea. The Planning Committee can take this on. 

Joanne suggested we email him our plans. Down the line he can come and 

talk to the full Board. 

●​ Dan will be meeting with Supervisor Wheeler and a man who may be from 

Mariposa. He is interested in a project having to do with wood on the mill site. 

Meanwhile, Sandy was speaking with a lady from the US Forest Service 

about a small co-generation plant on the mill site. 

●​ Jill reported that the HUD Grant 240 was closed. She also presented 

information given her by Sioux DuBois from Lakota Quality Water. She further 

gave the timeline for the remediation work for the Dip Tank area. 



●​ Jill is going to a Biomass Utilization Course in Tulare. We are solar approved 

on the EPA site. PG&E is just waiting for our proposal. The Course conflicts 

with a 2 hour grant opportunity meeting Barbara Boxer’s office is putting on in 

Fresno. 

●​ Barney Barrier is interested in doing something “with the nutrients that come 

out of a cow.” 

●​ There was discussion about an audit. The Bylaws say an audit is only done 

at the pleasure of the Board. Volney will send the Bylaws electronically to 

Dan. Joanne will make a set for Diann. 

●​ Reminder that next month’s meeting will be a week early because of 

Memorial Day. 

There being no further items for discussion, the meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,​

Volney Dunavan, Recorder 
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