
 
 
 
 
 

NORTH FORK COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 
 

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 
 

MARCH 26, 2018 
5:30 p.m. Rancheria Community Center 

(doors open at 5:00 p.m. for gathering and refreshments) 
 

Welcome​ ​ ​ ​ ​                                    Dan Rosenberg, President 
 
Following a delicious light supper provided by the North Fork Women’s Club, the 2018 Annual 
Meeting of the North Fork CDC was called to order by the President, Dan Rosenberg at 5:35 p.m.  
Present were:  Maryanne Welton, Thomas Burdette, Mary McPherson, Sandy Chaille, Roz 
Thrapp, Gary Walker, Mary Proper, Tom Wheeler, Michael Olwyler, Connie Popelish, Wade 
Wheeler, Gina Clugston, Gary Nicholes, Cathey Thornburg, Tamara Armstrong, Phil 
Bartholomew, Justine Reynolds, Jenny Pearson, Richard Pearson, John Reed, Julie Phillips, 
Scott Dyer, Dee Salazar, Sarah McIntyre, Sharon Grove, Ryan Schulte, Gale Armstrong, Pau 
Irwin, Barbara Colliander, Dan Rosenberg. 
 
Introductions of CDC Board of Directors and Special Guests                 Dan Rosenberg, President 
 
Dan Rosenberg welcomed members and friends and special guests.   
 
For Action: 
 
Approval of March 27, 2017 Minutes​ ​                               Barbara Colliander, Secretary 
 
The 2017 Annual Meeting minutes were reviewed (in annual report).  Tom Burdette moved, Tom 
Wheeler seconded, to approve the March 27,  2017 minutes.  Motion carried. 
 
Acceptance of 2017 Financial Report​                                                  Wade Wheeler, Treasurer 
 
Wade Wheeler presented the 2017 Financial Report (in annual report).  Tom Wheeler moved, 
Ryan Schulte seconded to accept the 2017 financial report.  Motion carried. 
 
Reports to the community: 
 
   1.  Madera County District 5 update​ ​              Tom Wheeler, Madera County Supervisor 
 
​ Tom Wheeler gave highlights of actions from the Board of Supervisors.  There will be a town  
​ meeting in North Fork on May 31st.  He also indicated that the Board is going to be meeting in  
​ locations around the county (rather than just in the Madera Government Center). 
 
   2.  Biomass Energy Project​ ​               ​ Greg Stangl, Project Developer (invited) 
 
​ Ryan Schulte gave a summary of this project and an update of the bio mass plant.  He discussed  
​ the equipment status…”it’s on it’s way” from India.  The forest mass is providing the fuel for the  
​ gasification process.  Nothing is being “burned”.   There will be stiff regulations for no pollution.  ​
​ The electricity will be sold to PG&E and distributed to North Fork homes and businesses.  About  ​
​ 8-10 jobs will be offered. 
 
   3.  Biomass Utilization in North Fork​      ​ Justine Reynolds, Yosemite Sequoia RC & D 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ and Y/S RC & D Council Activities 
 



 
​  
​ Justine Reynolds spoke about their work with tree mortality.  They work on fuel reduction in the ​  
​ mountains.  The RC & D can act as a fiscal sponsor for informal groups who want grant funds.  ​  
​ They also partner with organizations for reforestation projects.  They have had a log deck on the  
​ mill site, for a couple years.  They take materials (logs) and provide material to other businesses. 
 
   4.  Billy Goat Construction​                                         ​ ​ Jacob Moren, Owner 
 
​ Jacob Moren has a new business on the CDC mill site (the grease shed).  He does construction. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   5.  Garay Industries​ ​ ​ ​ Representative from Kimber Pallets - Robert Leal 
 
​ Robert Leal explained what his company is doing with their saw mill on the CDC site.  They have  
​ the machine shop building on the site.  They are making pallets out of the lumber that is available  
​ in the area.  They have some employees coming from Bakersfield and some will be hired locally.   

​ ​ ​ ​  
 

   6.  North Fork Rancheria projects​ ​           Paul Irwin, NF Mono Rancheria, Executive  ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Housing Director​
​  
​ Paul Irwin gave​an update on the Tribe’s projects, especially on the CDC mill site.  There will be  
​ an expansion of the Mono Museum (in progress now).  New homes and a park are in the works.   
​ They are in the process of buying more property on the Mill Site.​This will be for future projects  
​ for the community.   
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
   7.  CDC Visioning the Future & Update​​                                       Dan Rosenberg, President 
​ ​       ​  
 ​ Dan Rosenberg gave an update for the redevelopment at the Mill Site.  There will still be green  
​ space.  The Women’s Club has space as does the History Group.  Another priority will be in the  
​ broader community.  There has been significant infrastructure improvements.  The bio energy  
​ plant is a huge project and is moving slowly but steadily.  Dan Rosenberg discussed the progress  
​ of the North Fork Community Power Company.   
 
 
Comments and Questions from the North Fork Community  
 
The community had an opportunity to give suggestions and ask questions.   The Fire Department 
Auxiliary and the County of Madera have bought a new fire truck.  
 
For Action: 
 
Election of three Members-at-Large for the CDC Board of Directors   
 
The following people have been nominated for positions on the CDC Board: 
​ ​ Taylor Olney—2 year term 
​ ​ Maryanne Welton—2 year term 
​ ​ Wade Wheeler—2 year term 
 



 
There was a request for nominations from the floor.  Wade Wheeler nominated Lisa Clark.  She was not 
present, but indicated that she was interested.   
 
Roz Thrapp moved, Ryan Schulte seconded to close the nominations.  Motion carried.  A vote was 
taken by ballot.  The following were elected for 2 year terms:  Taylor Olney, Maryanne Welton, and 
Wade Wheeler 
 
 
Closing Comments from the President.  Dan Rosenberg thanked everyone for coming. 
 
The meeting was adjourned.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Barbara Colliander,  
Secretary 
 
 

Our thanks to the North Fork Women’s Club for the refreshments and  
    to the North Fork Rancheria of Mono Indians for the use of their community center. 

 
 

 


