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Lehman announces grant
for North Fork businesses

Congresman Rick Lehman
(D-Morth Fork) announeed
Tuesday thot the North Fork
Cemmunity Develapmant
Council has been owarded a
£100,000 grant to nid sanall
[4VE] e e

The funda will ennble the
cound] to provide assigtnnes to
five small buginssses in the
areain the trans tion from thair
rellanoe on traditonal timbor
logging activities to refining
that timber which (s harvested
into special wood products

"Hopefully these funds will
make o difference W busnesses
in an industry that hes been
Jirtunlly devastated.” Lehman
'\-lliuﬂ

Tho council will alsn provide
tachnical nssistance that will
jead to the use of all or part of
the existing mill gite for small
busnesses that are fosusad on
creating valus-added products.

The fands were awarded by
the Rural Development Ad-
mintstration of the US Dopart-
ent of Agricoliure.

e e ———
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STREET LIGHT DOMATION: Harry Baker, District &
supanisor, (L) donaled one month of his salary as su-
pervisor, $1,338.14, towanrds 1he purchase of wo sireat
‘lights for Marth Fork. Accepling the donation ere Cal
Bamatl and Chris fota, coordinators of the “Marih Fork
Summar of 1994 Project.” A todal of 12 straat lights will

;

ba inctallad through the downtewn area from Connio's
Kichen to the North Fork Supar Market, Tha project iz
st short of funding needed for all 12 Bghts. Any in-
dividual, business or organizalion interested in pur-
chasing a light for the community should contac Bar-
nelt &l A7 7-4477,
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REACHING EVERY HOME IN EASTERN MADERA COI

= .!will be held.Oct. 8 and 9

The Morth Fork Aontumn Fes-

tival, featuring & Grizzly Century

Bike Hally, Scenic Byway Art

Ehow and Sale, erafls fair, Lions
Club broakfn=t, Chambor of Com-

merce spaghett] feed and Merth

Fork community dinner will be
Friday and Saturday, Oct. 8 and 8,

The wsvent kicka-off with a

spaghatti fead hosted by the North
Fork Chaomber of Commarce on

Friduy, Oct. &, from 68 pum. nt

Town Hall. Tickets are %4 in ad-

wvanes ol 85 at the door, Tickets
msy bé porchased at WEG
Markot, North Fork Market, Basa
Fork Mini Mart and Sierra Viata

Fifta.

The bike rally starts Satorday at
B0 am. at Morth Fork Schonl.

There are two routes, the Matric

Century, & 100k (62 mila) routa
and the Grizzly Century, n 100
mile loop following the Sierra
Vista Sconic Byway. Procesds from
the raes henefit restoration
projects for the Narth Pork
cammunity.

In sddition, the Central Califor-
nia f-rond Cyclists will be apon-
goring the Shutoyve Challenge
Maountain Biks Raee from Brown's
Ditch ail the way to the top of
Shuteys Pork. For more inforam-
tion contact the US Forest Service

| at B77-2218,

In suepport of the bike rally the

North Fork Lions Club is putting

on o pancnke broakfast at Town
Hall Saturday, from 5:350 to 930
- Tickets nre £3.50 o plate and

. in the parking lot nfth Wil-
ow Cresk Center {n front of the
sk office. It will feature crsfters
rom the meuntain area, 2
The secend nnnual Seenis
tywny Art Show will start at noon
n Saturday, an artsts" reseption

R ———

will bs held ot 4 p.m and winners
of tho art show will ke anncuncad
during the Nerth Fork community
dinner, 6 p.m. at Town Hall.

Tha US Forest Service will be
eooking the dinner which will eon-
clude the festival.

Tha festival ta & esmmunity
wide effart invalving many groups
and is spoarheaded by the Come-
munity Dovelopment Council
(CDE), which is promoting
geancmic development in North
Ferk.

‘Wo wont to bring ndditional
events inte town to help develop
the econsmnde base and pull the
commupity together," explained
Christine Mota, a spokesman for
the CDC, "We hope to have this
year after year and for it tobecome

larger and larger.”
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North Fork resident speaks out at-
National Rural Development Forum

A panal -of rural leadera from
peross Eha eountry  gathered in
_Washington, D.C. earlier this
" month to explore how to improve
the national vitality of Amorica's
rural economy. The panel discus-
gion was part of a public forum,
Foral America: Changes, Challan-
ges end Opportunities, held by
Agriculture Sccretart Mike Espy.
The 28 pancl members included
Chrigtine Ncta, US Forest Serviee
district ranger from North Forik.
Niota played o key role in helping
to halt the economic slide In o
gawmill-dependent community of
8,000 peaple.
tald the forum that he is
Josking to rural Americens such as
Mota for ideas that will help jump-
gtart the rural economy. “We want
to draw on local expertise to iden-
tfy rural amsets - ineluding
kuman, coltural end institutional
resources,” Espy said. “We will
then emplay them in innovative
ways that will enmble people to
forge initistives lending to =
higher quality of lifo for rural
Americang.”

The forum represenis & first step
by USDA townrds establishing an
engeing dialogue botwean all rural
interests and to focus attention on
developing resoureas found in
rural communities. The forum
focused on the need for job creation

ﬂ - Ed 5 r .
improved educationn] ppPer- oy deves Mt fe shean paricipating in tha national rural development famm

tunitied, medical garvicos, housing ;
and water and sewoer sysatsms. = Washington, D.C. recantly. USOA photo by Ken Hammand
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Changes and Choices
theme of North Fork’s

restructuring meeting

Kimberly Hughes Hanlay

Changes and Chooes was the
theme of North Fork's community
meeting, hold at Town Hall on
Thursday, July 8. Bacauss meam-
bers of the community realize
change in inevitable, the mesting
reflactad the beginning process to
direct the town's growth and at-
tymet business and {ndustry.

Ag Chris Motn, district ranger of
the Forest Service and a North
Fork resident, said, since change is
inevitable let's change in the direc-
tion that the eammunity wants.

Questions on Tural diversifics-
Han wers addrossed to decide what
types of industry North Fm'_'l-r.
would like to keep itn cconomic
bass alive.

Rural Diversification is thae
process of expanding from a single-
fndustry driven community (as
mest Tural communities are) to o
multi-industry community. In
other words, Merth Pork is abt
tempting not to put all of its aggs
in one basket, aa it has done in the

pl.::m firat meating of seveninn
sarias, its primary purpose was to
introduce OCalen Schuler of
Bacestrap Solutione and asseas the
community’s responss to rTural
diveraification and its futore.
Close to 100 people were in
atbendance.

Sehulor holda 8 masters degres
in public affairs with a concentra-
tinn In sconomic development. He
is experienced in helping small
towns plan their future and design
thelr growth.

Since change is inevitable, lel's thange
in the direction that the community wants.

Flans to rebuild North Fork and
not allow it ko lay waste, or become
just & bedroom community, o
grow without divection began last
your, oarly in November. Then
team of graduate architectural
students from Cal Poly and o tenm
of professional architects wore fn-
vited to town by the Moerth Fork
Chamber of Commerce Restora-
tion Committes to nmssess the
town's potential,

The Mini Regional Urban
Design Assistants Toam (R-UDAT)
HW:I wnys to improve North
Fork's Image but not-change s
foce and lese [t quad nt, enall town
fecling. Before and possible after
akotches wore left with town follks
to ook over and decde vpan.

This year, with the help of
Schuler, the community of North
Fork will attempt to sketch a final
draft for the future.

At the mesting, Ron Goods,
cheirman of the Mono Tribe: Jim
Willis, owmer of the Morth Fork
Merket and stand-in spenker for
Cal Barnatt, chambor of commerce
maembor; and Mots spoke of thair
hopes for Morth Fark.

Goodas oponod the mesting,
saying in 20 yvenrs MNorth Fork's
population will have doubled or
tripled. Ho montioned throe things
the town must do to survives 1, Ex-
pand the Sierra Mono Museum,
which he says is the number one
tourist ntiroction in the county; 2.
build a hote] to vie for Dakhurst's
tourist dollors; 3. build o health

Iy have to commute s hnlf hour
inta Oakhurst for modical
attontian.

Willia commentad that jobs wora
nosdad and the commuonity hos Lo
provide those jobs, By supporting
new buginesses, ho says, It helpa
Mgrth Forl's seanomy. "The mors
busineszas wa hnva of coores the
mare paople that are amployed. IE
doean't stort with the aduli force
gither. Tt storts with the young
children ond moves on wp from
thore,”

With cuthacks at ths lumbaer
mill, Willls nioted unempl cymaent
in_MNorth Fork 18 on the rise: two
out of every four people, which he
says is higher than the natianal
figuro of ano out of foar,

Deepita the trend, he in positive
about the futwre. “1 can't say
enough about this community and
the direction that it's headed be-
canse 1 like what T seo. Tlike the
eoaperation loesd in which nll £he
bugnestas nra conparnting et this
point. T like the parson Hhe Cal
Barnstt who takes the bull by the
horn and tries to tackle these is-
guea nnd fghts for water and
fights for sewar.”

The okjectiva, he notes, s L
move forword with rurl diver-
gificntivn and attract more bas-
nesses bo bown, like doctors nnd
bonking esrvices *“Thore are 5o

- = an o ]

~ faclity to sccommodate the grow.
,;-;:f‘m'ﬂ'pﬂ‘ph who eurrent-




so Fany thingsthat we can do, snd
with Tural diversification T think:
wa can do ie" 1

One man in the aodienee said
he'd like to see small anvirenmen-
tally benign manufneturing com-
panips. Toarism waa suggested but
nat evoryons wants it, an audience
member noted. One woman 8E-
pressed concern of gricontralled
growkh:

“My higgest concern is thal we
don't become jost o big com-
plomeranted mass, architecturally.
1 think what we've got now is kind
of cute compared to what could
‘happen. 1 don't want to name
names, but when Yyou get
Meldnalds and Burger King — 1
don‘t want us to look like that. I
wunt us to alwnys be special.”

Cindy Martin, a landseape ar-
chitct, mantionsd that if North
Fork astabiighed a design code, un-
ruly growth and a cash of the
town's theme could be avelded, s
long me it stuck to its guns. Ehe
added that the tewn did not have
to be incorperated to have its ar-
chitecturnl standards recognized.

As a forest ranger, Nota has seen
1ot of small towns, as small as 57
and ns large and 3,000, “When 1
got here, 1 could tell that I hit o
place that wos renlly spacial and

Spe Pago 3

Survey of oplnl&n on cﬁunga
in greater Nort Fork ared

W:mﬁ&mmmmwwmmmmmm
Sugnmil ba; Wanhels Ronge Dishricl, US Forest Sanvice, 70, Box IO, Mort Fadk, GA 83643

1. Harih Fork &5 greal e ey ﬂﬂﬂdilmpﬂ“m tﬁmrﬂhﬂﬁﬂmﬂlﬂ
as it i

Strangly : Songhy

Disogres Disgres gl Agrog Agrea
2. Morth Fek & great Thi &ay i i, bt it peodobly will change.

Sirangty Senrgh

Disagron DEap s oot hgreg Agros
9. Mot Fork s ok, bul o Tew chanpes arg needed

Stronly Sinargy

IDisngron Disogres Heerol Agean A rist
&, Moty Fork Hos secicas flows, and Fany hanges are needed.

Sironghy Samoogly

Desogiee pisagree Heutral Agros Agres
& Most of the decEions ofacting Mor Fork's fiuture oo frusde socn e g5

Sironghy Srongh

[esogiea Disogroo Hautnal Agies Agres
E. Morin Fork mokes B5 own choices

Steangly Siorgh

DEagies Disagren Hautial Agiea AQrod
7. Morth Ferk should make 5 vt choicas ond handl 1S 0aT alirs

Sleonghy Stroagh

Deg g Disogree Hiiral Agia Agred

& Maorin Fod needs mars pisida help bocouse 1 ks oot cannbia al making o e chooe
teut will aiflest it luhare

Samngl Strongh
Disogres Disngres Medufral Ao Agrae
@, Mol Fofk shouia diarsify 15 scoroamy
Emongly Sironghy
Dizagnes Disogies Madtrnl Agnee hgmee
il [ 1 il you agrea witi Ro. 3, -fmﬁlndurﬁuamlmmnﬂumm:nuhmﬂ
v M I usty Toutism e
Fanest lka pnd machion
Products Manutochifing Furiuil £ oot Estalid (O
11 If you da not agree wit No. 9, whal king of economy should Norh Fork eoiros 1o Pl
upen?®
Lurmber M Rarzkiog Tresoentiol Toursm
12, Thia mos! mporiont decisions cRact] Fwrifs Fork cre mode by
Hirth Fork Modola Socromenso  Woshingfoe, DG
{Locofy {Gounhy} (Giale) {Fedonal)

3 I Morth Fark cgans gr dees nol ke Be o JECEI0N P 1 L1 S—

kirid of towen bn 20 ye=0rs
Willown Ehsdraeom Rgfirgmar? Toumish
Cammunity Canler 1] {Orhet )

15, What oea fho Dig deciSons ghat nood 1o be mada in Kb Fork?

S ——

16, ‘Wiha cumenily mokos th impariant decesions wiilun Barth Fark?
Boostars  SequoioForestind Towr Restorgtion  Beal Eshole _ _ ——

MoncTribe  Chamber of Gom E-hool Digticl - Forask Senice

17, Hera shaild w moka Somimuniy dackucnd in Moeth Fatk?
City Torwn pommunity Develogmen: Corponlion e o e
Courcd Moatgs w/Hapreserialnes Fom Eaistrg Nganoicns (Qiher)

| 18 \Wihat cife yaur personal grion by sEASar

pmmenss ior Berth RS fuhue?

— == e — ——

Ouestionnaire I8 10 be returned by July 31
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North Fork restructuring meeting held

Continued from page ona

really different, hl\-i:fl the
perspective of a lot of small com-
munities behind me.

"Right away I could tall this
place had community organiza-
tia: it had people that were in-
wolved and it cared; it had a real

epviTonment,

just had all kinds of things: & sensa
of Mstory mnd & sense of identity.
And so many communities I've
Hved in, none of thoss ingredisnts
wars thers.”

“Tha other thing I could tell
right mwny was it was o com-
munity that was getting slam
dunked, hit from both sides, with
soms huge nationnl immues that
ware gaing on. Except in North
Fork it was like renl and personal
because it wan affecting pooplen
jobs and their life styles and
wverything,” Nota continued. She
noted the big issues which directly
affact North Fork are “the use of
natural resources in cur nation
warsss population pressure” and
growth in the foothill community.

*“Thoss things are just hitting
really hard here, and no matter
haw much wo don't want to see
change, in a lot of ways becausa itls
gach a bonutifal place, it's going to
ghange. Thore's no holding it back,

the urban population
wmﬂinﬂ the changes that that
brings. And we can look to our
neighbor on the north — 1 won't
mention what town — but it had a
dramatic impact on that town, Its
now sprecd along the highway and
no longer hos s heart of the com-
munity,” she said.

Realizing thot North Fork is
taking action before ita too late,
ghe vesponded, “It axcites me Lo
think that & community can take
eontrol of its destiny that way and
snd up the way that it wanta to end
up, instend of ending up like some
commaunities, saying, My gosh,
how did we get like this™ — spread
a long the highway or axisting as &
bedroom community where people
misrely mmutgmhumfnrjﬂi-

B i i

My biggest concern is that we
don't become just a big
conglomerated mess, architecturally

Hural Gentrification is another
problem  Sehuoler says must ba
recogrized: thet is having land
walue so high that people who have
lived hare for years can no longer
buy homos, beeauso the Tand valuo
in foreed up by pesple who settle
hers with lota of meney and don't
need to rely on a job to survive.

They have a trust fund of some sort
or are retired.

Mots mentionad Morth Ferk's
unique situation. As the site of the
Forest Borvice, which is o govern-
ment ogency, many of ita workers
live right in North Fork. With
community members who are
amplayed by the Forest Serviee,
they could uldmately ba a resouros
in helping Morth Peork attain
government grants, like the one
that pays Schuler's bwo month
malary,

Although timber 18 an [mportant
part af the community and the cut-
backs have drastically affected the
scenomy, she adds, "We hope that
timber will always ha & part of the
eccnomic base but no community
should be dependent on  one
economic bass. Any community
nsede o whaole varicty of different
things ta keep it healthy. When
different things flostoate then it
ean go through thoss different Me-
tuatiens” mnd survive.

Roral Diversification will fm-
prove North Fork's housing, water
quality and sawage systam, sayn
Willi« He adds, with rural diver-
mification, Worth Fork has o beltar
chance of atiracting businessess,
such ns banks and dectors, back
ints the aren. It should eombat the
entbazks at the mill and provide
Horth Fork o heslthisr economy.

Value-Added is an additional
plan to gear the mill to producs not

cenly raw goods but finished

products. This tos should moke
jobs and create a healthier

S

W

svuea reeallod o trip that she and
Goode took to Mexico for a eon-
ference, sponsored by the Foreat
Sarvies. With representatives from
other emall tawns from across the
nation presont, she snye, "It really
helped us kind of stop hack nnd ase
what's going on here.”

Lucky for North Fork, it was
picked for o role-playing - simula-
tion ond oll of North Fork's
Mngthu and woenknessea ware
listed. “And the peopla in the
group where gaing, My gosh, what
are you guys doing here; you've got
it made.' And eppecially when they
heard about all the thinga that are
always going on: the community
organizations and tha Scenic Hy-
Ways Associations, and the town
restarntions and the different




cdubs that we serve, and the
grandmothers club™ and sa forth.
“In fact people from Mammoth

Lake were going, "What are you
deing here. Wa wish we hod the
problems that you have Thay
| could see we've got potential and
ppportunities, And if anybady ean
survive the impact of change, thia
community can” because it does
have the support of its people, she
mdded.

However, with supporters work-
ing 14 hour doys, them going to
community mestings at night to
plan Nerth Fork's future, she
responded, “We've got lota of onor-
gy but it's probably better to get it
focused soon becmuse if we don't,
peaple are just geing to {lat burn
gut. Unlass wa got it focused and
make surs that where we are put-
ting our energy is whers we can
get the mest amount of benifits,”
then MNerth Fork eonld lose
evorything it's gained. “And that's
when we started snying wo really
noed some outside help™ to figure
out “what is cur vison for the fu-
ture for Morth Fork," which ia
what Schuler does bist.

During his stay, he will help
plan how to get Horth Fork to
whare the community wants it ta
go, leok at North Fork's diver-
gification options, erunch & faw
numbers and write 8 community
astion plan. As Nota says, with
Schulor's help, ull of the energy
the town has already exponded
will become focused and won't go
ta waate in the wrong direction.

Az Sehulor montioned, his fune-
tian is not to decide what he wants
far the community but to discover
whaot the community wants for it-
polf and then help it to achiove its
gl

Tn a press releass, he noted: “At
the mesting, a sarvey of opinions
on change in the Greater North
Fork Community wos taken. The
respanges of thoss dtizens in at-
tendance reflected the fiallowing
points of importance to North
Fork:

1) O the respondants, B4 parcant
agren that North Fork is likely to
change, and that same changes ane
necessary. 2) A majority of respon-
dents believe thot Morth Fork's
destiny is controlled by forean out-
gida the community (espocially
Madera County government), and
o8 percent balivve that the com-
munity of North Fork should exer-
clea more of that eontral. Most
thought that if Nerth Fork dops
not eantrol its destiny, it is likely
to become a bodroom community.

3) More persons beliovs that
within Morth Fork, the chamber of
eommerce and the Forest Service
have maors contrel over important
decisions than any other group. Se-
quoia Forest Industries, the school
digtrict, and menl aatate mre also
cansidered to ba important
decision makers in North Fork. 4)
To make important commumity
decisions, 54 percant approved of n
community development corpora-
tion with repressntation from the
commurity’s existing organiza-
tions, 42 percent thought there
ghould be regulor town meatings.
and 21 percent wanted a city coun-
gil. (Remults nra greator than 104
percent bocouss some respondents
galectod n combination of choioes,
e noted.); 5} Moat o tizons (98 per-
cont) agroed that North Fork
ghould diversify its economy in
many woys (value-added to forest
products, residential construction
nnd small business), bot touriem
was the leading preferred sactor
for economic diversifieation. 8) In
their opan-ended TeSponNSes,
eitizens wore most cancerned with
sconomic issues like jobs and busi-
ness. ‘Timber production and
tourism were the key sectors of
cencarn far the sconamy. Flanning
and growth menagement were also
very Important; as Were Com-
munity nestheties, cultaral
heritage, and “small town"™ values.
Finally, community organization
and participation Tanked high as
priority issues for North Fork's
[uture.”

At the moeting, Schuler men-
toned thres things the community
ghould knaw about him: 1) He is a
burssuerat and has worked with
state agencles — "A bureaucrot is
what you need pometimen bocniiie
there's a lot of bursaueracy nhove
communitiss that you need to
work with. Hopefully becnuse of
that experiance, 11 be able ta find

soma of their rescurces and call the
right people for you," he com-
mentod; 2) Schuler says he is an
advocate and fealn small towns
ghould always be an option of
where to live; 3) As o businass,
Bootstrap Sclutions is a self help
business for communities who
want to pull thomsslves up and out
of their situntions, whatever they
may b,

As Schuler commented, when
speaking of tourism, North Pork
must decide what kind of teurist
town it wanta to be: “[lo you want

to be Dianeyland, Hawadi? De you
want to be Bass Lake whera paople
spend o week? Do you want to be
an overnight stop? Is that feasible?
Are you & day trip place? Are you s
stopping place along the way to
something dlee?” he asked. "That
hen to ba dodded. That's strategy
for touriam. My guess is you're
looking at RV people on their way,
stopping through, until you get
eritical mass. That's my guesa, I'd
like to hear what vou folks say,” he
etated.

Az Schuler maintained
throughout the evening, “I'm your
servant. 'm not the leader. You'rs
the leadsr. T'm here to work for
you. Planss take advantags of me.”

Schuler will be in North Fork,
observing and learning what the
peopls want, antil Aag. 31 During
that time, weekly community
mestings en Thursdays will be
held betwesn 7 and 9 p.m. The fol-
lowing is n list of topics to be dis-
cussed at each mosting: July 18,
Organization and Representation
meeting; July 23, Swot Analysis
and Prioritize Issues; July 30, In-
frostructurs Projects; Aug. 6, Busi-
ness Retention snd Expansion;
Aug. 13, Eeonomic Diversification;
Aug. 27, Final Pressntation of
Plan.

With the sxception of the Aug.
27 meeting, all meotings will be at
the North Fork Seout Building. On
Aung. 27 it will ba at Town Hall.

Sehuler will write the final plan
and give it to the community for its
approval. He says it will help com-
munication in the community as to
what direction it is heading and
will help sommunication to out-
giders by saying, “you have your
nct tegether. So when you go to the
stote government or federal
government for a gront, they can
po all the plans in place, or when
you do leok for that small
manufacturing businesa that
you're interested in, they can see
the direction,” he saya.

In addition to an acti
aa
fﬂ‘“lﬂ;ﬂﬂh-mllu-m o
188 a -E.t- I:lln
burenucratic rod I.q;-uﬂ
Nm-th Fﬁ?k"! jﬂl:ln_ﬂh an th'
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Jean Coffey Is elected president of the
NF Community Development Counci

The final public meoting of the
North Fork Econcmic Diversfica.

for whila working in Fres-
1Y welcomes the opportunity
to um her retirament to become
in the community,

(5
executive direc-
ter the Madera County
Development Commis-

voice, and to “have some weight™
in decisions affecting North Fork.

Coreghine also urged the com-
munity to make the tronsition
fram n voluntesr srganization to o
professionnl organization with an
execulive director as soon as poss
sible. This is to allow the com-
munity to pursaoe the day-to-day
work of grant wriling, working
with the county and helping in-
dividuals and businesses, Without
local government, professional
"?fmwm is & nocessity, he
S5

Chria Nota, Minarets district
ranger for the US Foreat Service,
described one of the first im.
plementation ections of the new
North Fork Community Develop-
ment Council . A US Porest Service
grant will be used by the counsl to
enact & Value-Added and Special
Foreet Products projoct for North
Fork.

The pruject will work with
entreprensurs interested, or ne-
tve, in preducing and marketing
forost products fike windaws,
select cuts of timber, furniturs and
craft itoms,

The project will alss perform
preliminary engineering for
providing wotilities to industrial
sites in North Fork. Nota ex-
plained that implementation of the
Value-Added Project would begin

immedintaly.

The evening concluded with the
advice; “Don’t Stop Now!™ but ta
follow the activity of the RUDAT
(BegicnolUrban  Design  Assis-
tants Team) design for downtown
(1891) and the just ecomploted
Community Action Flan. Ths com-
munity wed urged to continus
building momentum and
tnvalvomant,

Porsong intorested in jeining the
North Fork Community Develop-
ment Counell, Ine. shonld contast
the treasurer, Joan Collins (877-
2835), Membership is $10 per year
ind entitles an individual to vete
on, of be elected to, the eounsll. An
executive summary of the Com-
munity Action Plan iz alas avail-
able to community members
through the MNorth Fork Come
munity Dovel spment Coundl, Per-
sons wishing a copy, coll Schuler
(877-3118) befors Sope. 10,

Somerville replaces
Sikcra on the EDC

It was recontly announced that
Marilyn Sikora has resigned from
the Madera County Economic
Developmont Commission as the
Nerth Fork representativa,

Heor roplacomeant frem the Nerth
Fork Chamber of Commeres will
be John Somervillo,
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Economic diversification of North Fork
discussed at restructuring meeting

On Thursdny evening, Aug. 13,
nt lonat 25 parsons met to discuss
the polential for economic divers
siflention in Nerth Pork, Dbscus-
gion centered on new induostey,
wnluanddad forast products, and
towriem. All of these wern seen g
necesaary to provide jobs and in-
comies ta Morth Fork residents and
£l farndlios:

While the wvariety of now in-
dusiry desired {or Morth Ferk (s
niat exactly known, residents wers
convinced that the communily
must be prepared to identify the
bost sites for indwstrial develop-
ment. Besausze the South Fork
nren 15 alrepcy zoned forindusirial
sy, it is a primary target for in-
dustrinl development. Yet South
Fark inin need of better infrastrue-
ture, nnd the Morth Fork Com-
munity Dovelopment Counell
(WFCOC) will apomsor a prelimi-
nary engliveercing study of costs for
impraving waler and sewer sys-
tems in South Fork. Other local
bosinegsman like Mike MeClure
(McClure Windowsl and Eelly
Green (Green Industrios) have also
propased Hght industrial parks for
the Morth Fork ores, and the
MNFCDC will wark with them on
planning Infrastructure, and
tepant iesues

A &30,000 grant [Fom the TS
Foreat Serviee for wvalue-added
forest products will enable the
NFCEH to asaist small businesses
thot manufscture, process, and for
gell any products found in the Sier-
ro Motional Forest This project,
oeurring in 1902 and 18893, will
giudy tho resources availoble in
the furest, thele pn‘l‘.lnl:i.n] Fru-ﬂ.uch,
and pasaibla markets. Locnl

entroproneurs whe are isterested
in spocial and valuo-ncded forast
products will also have the appor-
tunity to give advice and roceive
training on volue-added wnd spe-
clol forest prodwets from o skilled
professional hived for the project.
Lozal regident W.C. ‘Tuitle haa
mEreed to ATV &S 8 community en-
cournger or licison botween the
vilueadded consultant Wred for
Borth Feork, and loeanl
unl:rup-cmnnum.

Tourism stratogies supgested by
the ecitizens addressed both
touriem services and North Fork
ares attractions ond svents, Im-

parinnt sorvices saught by the
communkty Include a visitor center
and campground information
kicsk located near the juncticn of
County Hoad 200 and State High-
way 41-on the 1S Forest Service's
SanJopguin Experimental Range.

A visitor center in the town of
Mearth Fork ia also needed, nceord-
ing to residents, and the preferred
location seleetod by these reaidonts
ia ths Minoreta Ranger Distriet
compound, The advantages cited
were good purking and stalling
provided by Furest Bervice person-
nel. The primary disadvantoge dis-
cussed was the “inacesssiblity and
hiddenness” of the Minarets sto-
tion, Thiscould bo correctod by the
reaconstructian of the “erazy Y™ in-
tersection, and the new Forest Sor-
vicw ggnage. In the interim, res-
dants sugEestid that a temparary
vigitor center be established at the
turn-ovut un the south end of Morth
Fark where the Lions Club
*Conter of California™ &gn now

standa.

Tourism accommodations wore
discussed with the Putney Ranch
and Recroatinon Conter ssprossing
interest in creating a Kecreational
Yihicle cumpground. A butel for
Meorth Fork was alss sesn as
neaded, and ropresentatives of the
Mano tribe sxprossed interest in
doveloping such n projoct,

For toarist attractions, residents
propose to build on existing nssets,
The Sierra Mono Museum plans an
expansion of facilities and ox-
Ribits, and & Eransition to full-time
staffing. Residents would like to
re-upen Old Town as o "Hving
museum” with logging and wend-
working exhibica, mock gun fights,
and ciher skits frem old wead
falklors. The eommunity will urge
the eurrent owner to rPe-open
Old Town, or will hielp ta find a
buyer who will do the same.

Buflding on their success in es-
I'_nl:-]i:hing a seome rauts, tho Sier-
e Viata Seenle By-Way Assncia.
tian plans to add a il ovent to the
succesafiol Loggers” Jambores and
Indian Fair Days, In an effort to
]:u'i:ng more vigsbora to Morth Fnr‘.ﬂ;,
the By-Way Association will hold
tha first fnll pvant this Oetobor
with n bike race and art show,

The finnl public musting of the
Horth Pork Economic Diversfica-

tion Projoct will be from 7 to 8 pom.
on Aug. 27, ob the Morth Fark
Town Hall. An sxeculive summnry
of the North Fork Community Ac-
tinn Plan will be presented, snd fu-
ture actions of the NFCDC will be
explained. Everyona is weleome to
attond,
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-S-tﬂﬁ_dy and start-up training

coniract app

rove

for

Value Added Forest Products

The Morth Forkk Community
Developmant Counel, Ine has just
approved o contract with Mater
Engineering Corp 0 provide a

and start-up malning for
Valoe Added Forost Praducts
amall buginess ammistanes to the
eomenunity of North Fork.

In the months coming up there
will be community input meobings
to see where the intarest lies in
MNarth Fork and who wighes to turn

lant nsing wood nnd ather
|||qJ‘:‘ & available in the forests
intoNe business, Moter will be
provi informeation as to
aviilability of thees materiols, the
demand for thent Intérnatiannlly
and marketing informatian.

“If you howve ever wanted to go
into buginess for yoursell in an
aroa that is compatible with our
oroa ond onvironmant, be sare to
watch for the announcaments in
the paper and posters around
town... they shoold be starting Tate
this spring,” comments a
spakesrnan.

Thoss wha ars interested in find-
ing out what the North Fork Com.
munity [evelapment Council is
doing to try o bring more jobs int
the aren nre welcome to the meet-
ings, They nre held the second
rrhn-ﬂ.n}' of eoch month at the
Ranger Station {or the Town Hall)
nnd the next ene will be March & at
B30 p.m,
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Proposed Nor

visited by Assemblywoman M

Taking u peak at the proposed
Willow Creek Parkway in North
Pork lost Sarurday were 26th Dis-
trict Assemblywoman Margarst
Snydar, |eeal dignitaries nnd inter-
estod residants

The parkway is to be located
pear the 1S Forest Service com-
pound in North Fork on USFS1and
and incorporats the noture trail al-
ready establizhed thore.

The parkway will indude a
wilkwany, nature troil, reet arens,
Mative American information
along the trail and & picnic arens at
the end of the trafl. The picnic area
will ba located near the bridge on
the USFS compound and near the
praposed Modora County WVelun-
toar Fire Station.

The trail will be wheelchuir
necessible.

The US Forest Bervice has
£20,000 available for the project.
Accerding to o US Foreat Sarviee
spokuaman, plans have already
bisin disrussed as to thelucation of
the new segmunt of the walkway
and the type of building materials
ta be used. The Forest Servics is
planning to build & raised
walkwny, which will be con-
structed of cedar buarda

Save Our Streams president
Jerry Bishop, who ia spearhending
the preject, hos applied for a
450 000 grant for the project.

Additional support has come
from the Morth Fork Chamber of
Commerce, Morth Fork Boosters,
Voterans of Foreign Wars, Sierra
Mone Mugsum, Nerth Fark School,
and the LIS Farest Service.

US Congressman Bichord Leh-
man (D-Morth Fork) has written a
letter in suppert of the project and
those mecking the grant

On March 2 the Maders County
Supervisors prssed a resolution in
support of tho praject

“Thia is not like the Son Joaguin
Farkway. We have little or no op-

A Fork Willow Greek Parkway
argaret Snyder

There arie county ordinances and
the USF3 will contrel the area.”

The parkway will be a day uae
facility only, There will be no
campling and thers will ba na
lights.

position,” noted Bighop. “"Thore
haa bokn the scensianal {ndividunl
whio ks gaid this will be a gathor-
ing for undesiroables. We will
warry about people who misuse the
wilk-wuy ofter we get it going.
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HEWALKWAY: Margarst Sayder (L), 25th District Assemblywoman and Jaan
Coftfey, presidant of tha Nenh Fork Community Davelopmant Councl, wak
along the already axisting path portion of the newly proposed Wilow Crook

walkie 3y,
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North Fork economic develo

Residents of the community of
HMarth Fork will have an opportu-
nity to help decide their city’s
future dirsction for economie
development in the forest prod.
ucta industry on Ssturday, July
10,

A citizen's workshop dotailing
the rosults of a Phase 1 investign.
tion to help identify economie
devolopment options using woad
and non-wood preducts from sur-
rounding forests will ba conduct-
od for North Fork residents by
Matar Engineering, Lid., an
intornational forast products
angineering and marksting firm.
The Morth Fork Chamber of
Commeres wis abla to retain the
firm through recaipt of grant
funds from the USDA Forest
Service issued through the
Minarets Ranger Distriet.

"The forus of Phose [ investiga-
tion was intended to ovaluaie
practical eptions ta Narth Fork
nrea residents in producing prod-
uets made from our wvailable for-
est rossurces,” stated Cal
Barnett, Nerth Fork Chamber
president. "With mudh of sur tra-
ditional eommareial timbar har.
vest being placed on hold far
habitat preservation, we need to
ovaluate some other aconomic
development options using both
wood and nen-wood resources
from tha forest which are avail-
able to us, provide for & sustain-
nble forest ecosystom, and atill
offer stable family-wage employ-
mant,”

Areording ts Jean Coffey,
Prosident of tha North Fork
Community Devalopment Counedl
that is administering the project,
the Key for success lies in Lwo
NFoaE.

“First, we noed a battor under.
standing af what undar-utilized
and unutilized non-commersial
timber is out in our forests which
can be harvested for valus-sdded
product development,” said
CiofTaw,

"Second, wo noad & hattar

understanding of the other spe=
cinl preducts in the forest such as
florals, dacorative woods, foods
and botanicals which have mar-
kot demand and ean be harvestad
from the forest in an environmen-
tally-sound fashion.”

The workshop on Saturday,
July 10, will ba held at the North
Fork Community Hall at 8:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Mater
Enginearing will be pressnting a
menu of researched sconomic
development options in the wood
and speeial forest products cate-
gories.

Presentation highlights will
include overviews on the avail-
ability and access of North Fork

wood and non-wood forest

| resourcos, product dovelopmont
| opportunities weing thoss target-
i od resources, analysis of national
and international market demand

for products produced from the
targeted resources and action
plan options residents of the com-
munity of North Fork conld use ta
set up nctunl manufasturing opar-
ations.

The workshop format will allow
residents direct opportunity to
avaluate the work done to date,
prrﬂ:ﬂli suggestions on areas
whore further investigation might
be undertaken and help deter.

“Wine the scope of work to be
undertaken during Phase 11 of
this project.

Arcarding to Coffay, the North
Fork Community Davelopment
Council originally envisionad
Phase IT of the project to encom-
pass devalopment of an actual
business plan to help expand
existing or sstoblish new valus-
added and special forest products
cperations in the area.

THURSDAY, JUNE 24, 1993

pment options
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Residents want to form co-op

to market value-added
and special forest products

Rasidents of Morth Fork who at- ¢
tended o eommunity eeocnomic

dovelopment meuting Inst Satur-
day morning said they would like
ts own their cwn businesses bat
form & coop for marketing and
business aspocta

They wore discussing new in-
dustry for the commumiky through
value-added forest produsta and
specinl forest products,

Tha n‘l‘m‘l-—utll'!-:nndﬂ vote  Cams
after thoy heard Catherine Mater
of Mater Enginesring, Ltd., from
Corvullis, Oregon give the resalts
of o market research projsct she
has done for North Fork on value-
added nnd spesial forest products.

A signup shest wos passed
arpund for people whe would like
Lo b2 on & steering committos to
lock into forming a co-6p.

A US Forest Serviee grant and
motching funds from the county
wore ussd to hire Mater Enginesr-
ing to da tha study. Phase Lis com-
plete except for the final roport
which will be concludad by the end
af July.

Phase 1 was to determine what
products hold market potential s
econcomically and environmentally
sound preducts

Phn=a II, if the community
wonts to continue that for, would
produee o business plan that would
beTesly for Gpandng. In Thase [I,
the conslting firm will need to
krow what products the com.

munity would like to focus on and
how they want to work on the
products,

It was at this point that they
voted to own thelr ewn businessas
and form o eo-op for morketing.
Othor optiona were for everyons to
awn their own business and do
everything individually or to bring
in an outside persof or investora to
bufld a company and then hira
loeal people to do tha work.

2
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USFS Minarets District Ranger
is Mota, who in slso vies presi-
ot of the North Fork Community
Develapmont Couneil, said North
PFork has o single econemic base
(timber] and neads a diverse
seonomic bose thot will be related
to timber. She mentoned tourism
and eattngo industry os othor pos-
gibla ocanomie bases for  the
EFENL LY.
Value-added means more
products come from a tree, or max-
imizing whot ia available; apecial

forwst products nre such things ns
pinseones; mushrooms, plants for
the Moral industey and  edible
planta,

Mater said after completing the
study, shi sees "renl oppartunity™
for Worth Fork. She gaid she was
not here to sell any particular
plan; juat to present the
information.

Through value-added, Mater
exid she spea a grent market potan-
tial for lodgepole pine, manzanita,
chinguapin nnd coks. She =said
ledgepole could bo a “magor playor”
and eauld be u.-:eitn-hullﬁ_','uli nnd
p;u.rl:'lu:n furmi toro.

Mota said the spatted owl doas
net live in lodgepale pine sa it
would be available for use. Tha
USFS is doing on Environmentol
Asgezmant for lodgepale for about
two million board fest a wear

Mater zaid a lsdgepale ready-to-
assamble lawn and garden furnd-
ture plant could hire 15 to 20
people. She said it would need tabe
furniture that could be packnged
in a small box or bo foldod for
tourists to buy and teke heme with
them.

Other wvalue-added products
could be woch 1J'|ing: as animaol
foedors, wood blocks for garden
adging, ocustam-mads mailboxes

end stends, roll-wood carpeting,
plftuern, banches and boxes

Mater said anything that could
be made with panderssa pine could
h‘l!ﬂ- with ledgepels pine.

Manzanita wns discussed as
hoving possibilities for {ts decora-
tive valoe. It is nlss svailable all
yaar araund {lodjgepal e has a short -
pothering season becpuse of the ol -
titude) und manzanita is plentiful
in the ares. Mota said some lan.
dovmers juat bulldeszs it and burm
ik,

Boma of the postbilities for spe-
efal forast products are dried and
prezerved florals and evergreans,
herhs, decoratives (cones and
nutn), docorntive woods, flaver
woods ond taya.

Ia both the value-added and epe-
einl products, the respurces must
be unused or under-utilized
gpecles and they must be native or
indigenous to the Sierra Nevada

ol within & 1580 mile radius of
Marth Fork.

Mater =aid there iz a naticnal
and international market for
meny of the special forest

products. Some are in such grest
demend that the demand is not
now heh‘lg met. Included in this is
the artifical troo demand (real
treé branchoexz nre uvsed nnd =ik
leayes and flowers are attachad),

She gald California State
University at Fresno has
doveloped & Mlash-dried micrownve
process for fooda, Nowers and other
products and has offered to do fras
product testing far the North Fork
ETaup,

Thoere was seme discussion
nbout the definiten of “nativa"
plants. Mater said thers ere ne
paidelines at thia time, but that
may change as this type of in-
dusiry Inereises.

Mota poeinted cut that a number
of factors could change what hod
been discussed, bot, she s=aid,
change is the name of the game.

It wos alse noted that morketing
af the products is crecinl and muost
bo wvory strong. There will also
figed Lo bo somo traim nE nwnilnkla
far the noew joba

E ———
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MNORTH FORK RECREATION CENTER: Swimmrs en-
joyed the water during 90-plus degroe temperdiunes
laz1 waek at the MNorth Fork Recreation Center, Swim-
méng lezsona ane being given on a firet com, firet sanco
basiz Tueeday and Thursday fram 1:20 to 2:30 p.m.
through August. Membare of the Privais ladusiry
Councll crew who work at the canter will start picking
up trash in Masth Fark during the mornings. “We just
want people o know they aren't daing community ser-
vice," noled Recrealion Conter Director Rebin Ryan,
“Thay are doing It bocause thoy warnt 1o do somathing

for the community.” PIC crew members are Hachel
Carver, Gabe Candaer, Josso Balla, Nick Ballo, Mikey
Esiep, Lyle Plantz, Alvin McDonald and Shannon Elis.
Fyan ia alao planning a talont show for August and is
looking for talant, anyone imerosied should contact har
at the recreation center. The fiea kench program at the
center, which relies totaly on donations, has already
fed E00 kinches. "This s a huge Incroase over las
yoar when we fed 80D lunches for the antire summer,”™
noted Ayan. "We need donations of 1ood angd-0r
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Second meeting on___
value-added products
will be held Aug. 9

The North Fark Community
Davelapment Council, (CDC), will
he holding its second community
meating to discuss value-addad
wiod manufscturing and special
forest products Monday, Aug. 9,
from 7 p.m. to 8 pm. in the Morth
Fork Town Hall. Couneil
President Joan Coffey encourages
anyone with an interest in
expanding or starting & wood
product or special forest product
rolated huginess to attend. She
fasls the meeting will also be of
interest to anyane wha s general-
ly interested in the sennamic
future of Worth Fork in these
changing timss.

The meeting will includs a sec-
ond presentation by Mater
Engineering, o firm hired by the
CDC to sxplors what potentinl
wood and plant materinls grow
locally that could be gathered and
processed to create or pxpand
Jocal business. A eritical part of
Maoter's study has besn Lo not
only analyze what resources exist
locally but alss what products are
in damand both nationally and
globally, have & high profit ratis,
and there Is locel interest in pro-
ducing the prudxtl,{.'al:'l'nr aid.

Mator Engineoring presented
the findings of its Initial analysis
tn the community on July 10, The
presentation showed that there

® L] - g |

wara good possibilities for both
wood based businesses and for
gpocial forest product businssses
guch as manzanita products,
lodgepole furniture, flaral prod-
uets and pinostnag.

In this naxt presentation, Mater
will focus on additional analysis
it has done on the resources
products that hald ths most
promiss for North Fork. Caffay
spid the committes also hopes to
use the meeting to receive more
input from the community on
whare they think the study
should focus during tha more
indepth, Phasa 11

Befors Phase 11 begins, a decl-
sion nesds to ba made on what
spocifie resources and products
hold the most potential and inter-
gt for the community and on whe
il be invalved in the harvesting.
processing and marketing.
Options include such thinge as
gmall independent businsssas, &
couperative, a large business far
processing and marketing only
and many other ways to get the
product from the woods to the

EOAFEUIET.

Coffay hopes that anyons with
an interest will attand and shnre
thair idens. She added that if nny-
one has guestions they can eall
tha UUS Forest Service at BTT-
9418 or Joan Collins at 877-2836.

[ ] -
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Action plan for new NF +
businesses distusset

Kathy Kelloy

Mo NAter fepart tmphamzes

Soame 45 people met to discuss  that resources noed to be mnnaged

and liston to ideaz for an nction
plan in daveloping now businesses
in Narth Fork recently. Tho basiz
eriterin for consideration is that
by be tied to the dmber industry,
gither working in the woods aor
working with wood.

The mesting wos spongored by
the North Fark Chambaer af Com.
merce  Community Dovel pmen
Council, which has ropresenta
bves from ench communpity or
foni zation in Bown.

A prant from the US FPorest Ser
vice, along with matching fund
from the eounty, wore used to lir
Mater Engineoring out of Corval
lis, Oregon. The engineering firn
in exploring arvas for jobe working
with #ocd and working in th
woods, according te Chris Nots
District Hanger fr the USFS
Minnrets Hanger Districy, who
apolie at the mesting.

Nota intraduesd Catherine
Mater, viee president of Mater En-
gineering, LTI, who has bean
working with North Fork peaple
for four monthe. She is taking
brand look st forest basad products
found within a S0mils radiue of
MNuorth Fork.

Mater reported detailod findings
for what she referred to as phase [,
Theso were reports on potential
products, nnd market tronds for
theas products,

Markots covered included:
Merals, orpamentals, evergresns,

=dried fiornls, fand=cape-ernamen-

tals, twig and branch products,
forest foods and medicinnls, mush-
rooms, Mavarwoods (which shis did
nat recornmend), and nuts,

A ecomplete list ol thess
moterinle  [(availoble from  the
CDE) ineludes ppproximately 46
rant and tres spacies which san be
used in the previoualy mentonad
matkeis

L o

on n susta ned vield basis

“Itorns from o sustained yield
ifen can bo sold ot & higher hasis
than items from o non-sostnined
area,” Mater sald. “There are con-
cerns with over - harveating of
wild plants, We nesd to identify
the market and demand and not
ever - harvest. We noed to bo able
to develop spocies in plots in the
farn=t,”

Mater eaid thoy were interested
in finding wood species that conld
be wsod commurdially, which had
not boen utilized previvusly,

It wos mentioned that any plant
or tree epecies found on USFS lapd
would have to be dgned off by the
USFS before it could b used.

Regarding tree and weod
spocies, the Mater researchors

wire interested {n the mochnnical
characteristios of tw wood.

“How does it nail, screw and
glue? How does it compare to com-
ol r.pul:i.m."?"' n.n]nmd. h'[ntiar.

Acecarding to the Mator report,
ledgepale pine  products  hove
steadily increased over the last 20
yonre. Troditionally, lodgepole is
not considered o commercial tree,
It iz now being used for log homo
construction, country f rustie fur-
niture  and  outdoor  furnitore
manufacturing. There are eurrent-
l].' 30 wvalue-pdded wood -pnnduﬂ
manufacturing companies in
l]r&,;-nn nnd California that utilize
lpdgepole pine §in product
manufacturing.

Oalke, which includes live ok
nnd black ask upl.ll:i.r.'s., 15 often
overlocked as o valuobls wal e
added wond pradoet specdes, noted
the report. Black oak has good
working characteristics, it
machines and holds fasteners well,
Because of its hardness, it is used
for ﬂIJ-ﬂFiI'IE, Ml tiire and p.1|.h ta.
A new blagk onk wend prosuet
muanufncturing vperatian is cur-
rently. considering lucating in

Lo e

W
e RN
Marysviile, 1neEy  esbumate en
operation of 40,000 board feet per
day, with 60 percent geing into
graded lumber for furniture and
flooring.

Live ook offors more of &
problom for product manufagtur-
ing due to warping of the wood
which cccurs during traditional

in pesag. This specine ia
mf E?:ill.uﬁuﬂ. for MIVAC
drying testing offered by Califor-
nin State University at Freano. It
is thougght this species, when sliced

into small veneer pioces and spo-

cially driad, has potentinl for flocr.
ing and epecinlty panel products.

Mangzanits has demand in the
craft and floral industries as well
p% the furniture industry. [t
brunclhes and twigs are being used
for rustic style furniture, which is
finding marketain the “high ends”
of Burope nnd the Pacific Rim, ac-
cording to Mater's reparts

“People laugh whon you suy
manzanits f2 a big one” aaid
Mater. “I can sall manazanita na
mn axolic spesies.”

Mater displayod phatoa of exatic
furniture mode of manszonita
twigs and branches.

Also, wopds thot pormally arve
flowed with knots or bloe stain nro
in demand a8 wond productzin the
Pasific Rim, according to Matar,

Chinguapin is another wood
that is being used increasingly for
furniture, occording to Mater
Choracteriptics of the wood, its
hordenas, and welght moke it ap-
plicable for flecring, paneling and
specialty handerafted items. Like

some of the ooks, there are chal-
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wart, pipsssswn, bracken fern and . eaid, “they need leaders wha ore
VOrTow o familiar with co-op businesses.”

lenges with drying. Ressarchers
are looking to the new MIVAC
process ms Upening Up new cppar-

tunities with this spocies. The Sierra National Forest . Hehadgontacted a man in Divis

In tha -'ﬁ'pl'.ﬂ:iil forest productinn Lictanists are suggesting mare in- :?'ﬂ'lﬂ ﬁﬁﬁﬁ:’ﬂd in co-ops 1_1'5‘ alli'
of Morals, ornamantals and Seé Page 3 *wice he received was to have an at- —
pvergreens  there are 10 in- Storney draw up criginal papers E
digenous species that are known to Continued from page ong ‘and get financial counseling

hove domestie, world-wide and
unmat market values.

Floral epecies for the dried
muarket inelude; yarrow, lorkspur,
pennyroyal, pearly everinsting,
wild buckwhent, pholx, blue flax,
black eved Susan, dogwood ond
lecpard 1ily.

Fegarding Tondscaps crnamasn-
tals, nurseries within a 100-mile
radiug of North Fork were inter-
viewsd to determine which
landscape ornamentals woere
sought after by their custoniera.
Resoarchors were particulary in-
porepted  in  identifying those
species which the nurseries indi-
eated the demand continually ex-
cooded their annual supglios.

Those spocies included: aage,
manazanita, western redbud,
ealyeanthus, thimble berry, moun-
Lnin ponstemaon, Califernia 1ilas
and throe types of eennothis.

Twig and branch products sover
a large range from fresh to
proserved itoms. The strongest
morhet patentinl for North Fork
included fresh flowering branches
of western redbud, dogwoed and
buckeye.

Twig ond branch craft products
aleo included redbund, manzanita,
bufEEye mnd spice blish. Mnter
noted that even though many of
these species are considersd woed
ar nuiaanee plonts by residents in
the North Fork aren, they are con-
sidored quite exotic elzewhers in
the US. Manzanita is considersd &
classic by those in the floral and
eralt industriss,

Accerding to Mater's report,
Freans aren whalasalers indiented
they had o good demand for man-
ranita, but had to purchaso out-af-
gtate becanse they did not know of
loenl suppliers who could Aervice
their valume reguiremants.

Mater told those prosent that
ane af the biggest problems in e
industry is to hove rural areas
mest the demend for suppliea.

The report on forest foods and
medicinnls listsd 156 forest edibles
and botnnicals that appear to have
the best market potential for the
Morth Fork ares. The report lista
sheep sorrel, skulleap, California
buy, ehickwasd, chassoflower, dog-
wood, yerba santa, stingring nettle,

farmation is needed on mushroom

growth, regeneration and ap-

prepriate  wilderaft harvesting
techniques that will eneure sus-
tainnble populations in the forest.

Conea and sesds are alrosdy
finding markets with tourists in
the local mountain ores. Suger
and digger pine cones are tho top
monuy mokoere

With the ressarch fram phasa 1,
Mater must now develop options
for phass IT; using market ressarch
Endjnm PESTUrce a\'uﬂuh'.i:_\-' in or
near Morth Fork, and the amount
of community interest, All these
findinge will be used ta put
together options for several busi-
nirss plans.

Pessible plans are for establish-
ing o dried Moral co-cperative; a
businoss plan for a Nerth Fork spe-
anl forest products manufacturing
center: a value-added lodpepale
wosd  product  develoganent  in
Morth Fork; n business and direct
marketing plan for an artificial
troe top rescurce exchange.

Following Mater's presentation,
CDC  representatives spoke on
cooperatives, forest stewaordships,
loral [ evergreen preserving,
lodgepole wvaloo-added manufse-
turing, and MIVAC drying
axperimanis.

Coburn Tuttle, o CDC member,
spoke on forming & co-op. He has
recently talked to severnl co-opa by
'I!.ullphﬂn.u, [T Ihinﬂ; e learned
was that co-ops nmed to produce
large volumes to kesp buyers.

“Orwe co-op in northiern Califor-
min had started with 50 members
and shrunk to 10," describod Tut-
de. “*Then they nerrowed the
variety they offered to thres dif-
ferent specias. Whan tha
whaolesalers wanted 100,000 and
thoy had only 10,000 items, they
parrewsd the tems They now
have thres-guarters of a millian
plants,”

The ¢o-op handled the selling
and the education program to
produce the preduct.

Aceording to Tuttls, most co-ops
were geared in the ares of sales,
with advantages in setting prices,
and not viclating the Bherman
Ariti-Trust Act.

-
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rogarding anticipated capital
‘needs, where to get money, and
Thow to get an ouditor for the end of
the wear. Also thoy would need
technical advice as well as n
nuclews of people committed ta the

Cindy Mnrtin, a CDC membaer,
talked about the preserved
evergreen and Moral industry, She
had spoken to o broker who scld
these types af items.

“Ha had besn in business for 24
yoars and had done a lot of
rosenrch,” Martin said “He was
knowledgeble of black oak, white
pok and live ook branches, also,
sgword and braken fern.”

Deponding on the direction the
eammunity will take, the
proservad evergreen broker would
be willing to do o workshop and
train community members who
mre interestod.

“Ha has 8 much larger demand
than i= being met right now
through the Asinn and European
marketa,” noted Martin.

Martin went on to explain that
the Investment weould start with
an  environmantally approved
preserving “sauce” that ie used in
the fisld at the time the product is
eut, either from national foreat
land or private land. The sauce
roplaces the potural juices and
mokes the preduct floxible and
kespa the leaves attached.

Alas Martin deacribed how black
oak branches are dyed and used an
floral decorntions for the fall.

According bo the wholesalers in
Fresno and Grants Pass, it was
erucial to think in large quantities
guch 8a truckloads.

A gtarnge facility would be

" another primary nead, according

to Martin. She described how one

- nerthern Califoria buginess got u

grant to establish u storage
facility.

#Thore are lots of options for us,

1 fenl wo should go this way, but

“moke It elear we're not looking at

* any of this as a replacement for the

- timber industry. Our main focusis

* to enhance the economy,” ex-
- pressed Maortin.

(1] L .




=. Gary RN st inval- | A concern expreased at the time
““vement and ant to tho wns that congress changes ita view
** sconomic projects. He used an ex- overy two to four vears.

““ample of ham and epga to il- “The battom line is [ don't trust

Rogers went on to discuss
lodpepole pine products as a valus
added forest product.

“There is a lot of things to be
done with ledgepole pine; so many
different thinge to do with value-
added or spesinl forost products
that fit in with savmilis," he said.

Gail Armstrong explained how
the MIVAC drying process at Fres-
no Stote was unique in drying
plants and wood products. The
MIVAL ig s vacuum with below at-
mospharic conditions and reaches
the builing temperature el ow S0
degrees.

“It helps preserve colors and
fonds, an odvantage to normal
drying  technigues,” Armstrong
said, “I7 wa conld dry a product
such as manzanita, we would have
the edge on the market."

UEFS porsonnel dessribed how
there were only five nationsl
Toresta with stewardship projects

“It needs community support,
because it ssually takes an act of

Congress to get one approved,”
noted one USFS employee,

In Californin, a stewardship in
the Tahoe Motional Porest has
ru-wnﬂ_'.r beon formed. Morth Fark
[USFS personnel are planning to
contact these ather programs and
interview people involved with
them.

An example of o stewardship
program  was  destibed by one
USFS amployee ns possibly setting
agide 500 acres of lodgepale an a
lemg term (10 year) contract. There
would be an agreement of produsta
which could be produced, such as
Iedgapole for furmiture and brack-
én fern for floral arrangements. In
return tle person or persons enter-
ing inta the contract would
gusrantes o product flow and
would taks care of the land

*They might have to plant 10
neres of aspin on another portion of
the land or agree to grow native
plants er build a gully plug to
protect & mendow or land” ex-
plodned Nota.

lustrate hispelnk . = the govermment,” expressed one
logger.
“The chicken is invelved, the pig .
is committad,” Rogers jokod. In raspones, Nota said she folt

that once the contract is signed
that will not be a concern.



h i 2 i B
PLAMTING FALL COLOR: Mambere of the Precaplor

Lambda Gamma sorority wora planting  dianthus,
petunins, astafe and marigelds and Wiming shrubs in

the sororities’ fiower box in downlown Narth Fork last
wesk. Hara (L to R) Mary Myers and Grace Langlands
work to add color to the flowar bax.




Janter this year's North Fork-Scenlc Byway At Show and Sale setfor Ocl. 9 =

at Town Hall in Nerth Fork. Hare David Matthews [Above) of the LIS Forest
-oanvica displays kst yoar's winnar, a color photograph of Jackass Lakes by
Gregary Mayrar. |t was one of the special awards ghvon oul for the popular
=thoice of a subject lound alang the Siara Vista Scenie Byway, and will be
Mesed by the Byway Association for promotion of the Byway. Best of Show, ar
bost of all categories, will be selected by the judges. Popular Cholce, or bos!
@ all categorios, will be selected by a vote of the an show attendess. The
shovw is opan o any subject. A i), second, third and honarable mention wil
“bo awarded in each of tha eategorias, Categories include: drawings: paint-
“ings of oils, acrylic, or alkyd; paintings of watercolor or aqua mesia: seulphure
of wood, #lone, metal or compound; photography, biack and white or color,
- Entry foes ara §4 per entry. The show is free admission for those viewing.
On Oct. 9, the paintinga will be on display from noon to 7 p.m. An artists’
- raception will ba fram 4 1o & p.m. and 8 community dinner & planned from B
. p.m, 1o T p.m. Ticklas for tha dinner ara $6 par porson, Guest che's sre US
" Ferest Service personnel, Proceeds from the dinner benafit the North Fork
‘Boooters. Ertrios for the ant show will be received on Sunday, Oct. 3, at
Heidi's Photo batween 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. or o Morth Fork Town Hall on
Friday, D¢t 8, batwean 5 and 7 p.m. For more information eantast US Forest
Service at 877-2218 or Larry Bafew al B83-8733,




NF Autumn Festival

The North Fork Autummn Featival will be held
Saturday, Oct. 9. The event features the Grizzly
Century Bike Eally, Scenic Byway Art Show and
2yle, crafts fair and Shuteye Peak Mountain Bike
Race. The Grizely Century starts at 6:30 a.m. and
has a 100k (62 mile) route and & 100 mile loop fol-
lowing the Sierrd Vista Sconie Byway. The North
Fork Lions will be puttingon 8 pancake breakfast
in the Town Hall from 5:30 to 10 a.m. the eraft
fair will run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the parking

1ot of the Willow Creek Center in fronk of the post
affice. Tt will feature crafters from the mountain

arca. The second annual Seenic Byway Art Show
will start at neon with an artists’ reception at 4
p.m. and dinner at 6 p.m. Last year there were
aver 125 works entered in the show. In addition,

apmauﬁngthtshum:rﬂ Challenge Mountain Bike
Race which will start 4t Bass Lake andrun all tha
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North Fork receives

USDA Community Spirit
Award at town dinner

Hathy Kalley

Approcimately 200 people st-
tended o dinnor st Town Hall last
Enturday night during which the
Nerth Fork community was
honored with the United States
Department of Agriculture
(USDA)Y Commumnity Spirit Award,
North Fork was ane of only five
commaunities in the notion, and the

nnl}' rm'nrr.l.il'ﬂt:.r in Californim, ba
rocoive the award,

“The purpose of the apirit award
i to |'||:|I'.'in:||1.uJ'|3| recagnize somo af
tha best rural communities in the
nation. Tha awnard highlights =p-
cial communities who ore dealing
with changing times in o pro-
petive and positive way. Com-
munities who have pulled together

North Fork was ong
of five in the nalion
to receive the award

and the only communily
in California

and worked tewnrd a sernmon
vigon desplte current forces that
are pulling rural Ameriea apart,”
stated o spakesman.

Neorth Fork was chosen for tha
award bocawms of ita “spirit of
warking together” Community
membors have written a Com-
munity Action Plen, formed &

—— R R e i o —

COMMUNITY SPIRIT AWA

RD. US Congrezaman Richard
Lahman prosanted the US Forast Sarvice Community
Spiit Award and $5,000 grant o North Fork Chamber
of Commerce representative Gal Barnett, Dac. 11 &t a
spocial dinner in Morth Fork. The money is a national

Community Development Council,
and are currently administardng a
study that will help develop and
expand businesses assosiated with
forest :Fq'DI:IIJ.I:IJ and value-added .
mianafneturing,

With the award, North Fork
received a 55 000 check, pressntod .
by US HRepresentative Richerd.
Lohman. The money will be used
to match & Small Business Ade
minfstration grant (E7.000) that.
the eommunity received sariier,
This eombined doll ars wili be used
to plant trees and besutify the
downlown arsi.

To help celebrate the occasion;
25 grpanieations and individuals
wore progepited plagues of ape.
procintion to reeognize thoss wha
mada the gront poasible,

award given by the USFS “lo communities who have
made cutstanding progress inspite of hardship,” Norh
Fork wis one of enly five communities in the nation
and tha only community in Calformia 1o recalve the

AT,
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HOMORED GITIZENS AND DAGANLZATIONS: Those who
conirbuted 1o Norh Fork's success in recelving the
Community Spirit Award were rocognized with certfl-
cates of appreciation from the Narth Fork Chambor of
Commarce. Thosa presantad with cantficates includad
{rt nocassarily in ordes) Morth Fork Boostars, North
Faork Fire Department, North Fork History Group, North
Fors Lions Gk, Morth Fork Friends of the Librany,
Central Sierra Allance, Sierra Mono Museum, Town

Restoration Committes, LUSFE-Minarets, Sconic By-
Ways Association, Norh Foek Community Develop-
mant Council, Grizzly Century Bike Rally, Autumn Fal
Craft Show, Squirmal Caga Theatre Group, Coarsagold
Rusouce Conservation Disirict, Morth Fork Elghth
Grade class, Paul Barnes, Neal and Connie Bladen,
Cal 2ameft, Barbara Dierbarger, Cindy and David Mar-

tin, Paul and Renata Rich, Jim Willis, Gary Rogars, and
Chriz Nota.




NFmind th

Bov Cole wos named Morth
Fark's Citizen of the Year. The an-
nsancemant wis mads by the 1562
Citizan af the Year, Elaine Fink,
at the Morth Pork Booster’s Fami-
1y Might Dinner.

The Coarsegold Rescurce Con- °

servation Districk aigned o new
Forest Stewsardship planning eon-
tract which is designed to help
North Fork / O'Nenals aros resi-

dents, In 1952 thoy helped 45 lan- .
downers, covering 5000 ocroes, -

with esit share programa in sofi-
servation practices to manage and
protect the =ofl, water and other
TEB0UTCRSE,

Extensive damage was done in
varicus parta of Bastern Madera
County lesat week by heavy raina

The starm, sccompanied by heavy -

winds at times, brought Mooding,
down troes, power cutnges, mud
and rock slides, road damage, read
eloesuron, school d osurés and some
business ¢l osures for tha day. Rain
totals for the week of Jan, 12-19
were: North Fork, 7.09 inches;
Ookhurst, B.08; Basa Loke dom,
8.78; Yosemive Mational Park 7 in-
chies of rain in the Valley and 64
inches of enow at Badger Pasa.

Mauresn Shollenbarger, ratdred
clerk of Sierra Justice Court, was
henored Jan, 18, at a testimonial
dinner spansared by tho Enstern
Madera County Bar Assseintion.
. She retired Dec. 30 after holding
thet position for 26 vears.

The US Forest Service adopted
findings of n technical team of
wildlife biclogists for & two-year
interim management of Califor-
nin's spotted owl habitnt in the
Sierru National Forest. The USES
will protect lorge, older trees in
arcas thet provide suitable owl
habitat and sre known to contadn

ol nests.

New officers for the Nerth Fork
Boosters were introduced at the
Fumily Night Dinner. They are
Tammy Armstrong, president;
Elaina Fink, vice prosidont:
Marilyn Coelhn, secretary: Gwen
Willinms, treasurer nnd dirsctars
Peul Barnes, Robin Ryan, Dat
Morris, Na Barnes and Tom
Migilio. Aecording to Armatrong,
the Boosters, who are alss the
worth Fork Developmant Couneil,
have hired o consultent to etudy
ecenomic diversity in North Fork
and the possiblities of new wood.
related joba for the cam munity,

Fabruary

Two urea students, Silas Lyons
of North Fork and Darry Manning
ef Prather, ars speaking
thoughout the mountain area in
an effort to ruiss funds to help the
people in the area that used to bs
Yugoalavia. The two young men
apont 3% -wesks in Serbin, Croatia
ind Bosnin over the Christmas
vacation. After returning they
formed an erganization call Relief
Now to send funds direetly to an
agency in Croatin that distributes
food, medical supplies and other
neods the people have,

Fifty-threa third graders in
Sharly Finch's and Naney McPher-
Eons's classes at Morth Fork Schaal
porticipated in the DARE, or Drug
Abuse Resistance Bdueation
graduation, an Feb. 5. This was the
first sitrictly third grade grodua-
ton conductad by Maders County
SheriMs Deputy Darrell Hibbins.
According to Hibbins, the program
ot Morth Fork will eventually in-
valve all students, kindergarten
through eighth grade. In April,
fith through eighth grades will
participate in o DARE graduation,
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was a busy year for
e local people

complete with student speskers,
Madora County cutbacks,

, however, could drastically affect

the DARE program which is spon-
soTed by Madera County's Sheriff's
Depariment,

After trying to maintain services
for several years, in light of state
budget preblems for about four
years, counties’ wella have now
gone dry. That wns the messags
from Madora County Administra-
tive Office Stall Munfredi, Accord-
ing to Manfrodi the state has to
balanes its budget, so it will shift
responsiblity to eaanties, while at
the same time taking mare monaoy
from counties

Laat week President Clinton er-
dered disastor aid for 19 Californin
counties including Modera County
a8 & result of the flosding damages
in Jonuary, The preliminary os-
timate of flcod damage in Maders
County in £2.25 million. Fresno
Ed-uht}'hulmli:minm-y aabimats
of £1.4 millian.

The Maders County Board of Si-
pervisars approved a grant ap-
plication from the MNorth Fork
Chamber of Commerce through
tha Small Business Administrs-
ticn for 10,000, The monaey will be
used for planting trees on stata or
local governmoent-owned land -
along Hoad 200, The praject is ex-
pi-l::‘l‘.-iﬂ Lo genorakts some joba. The
chambar will sctually receive
$6,300 or 63 percent of the
$10,000. The remal ning 37 porcont
muast be raised through the
COTT By,

March

Morth Fork native Annio Lowis
was honored as the “oldest living
native of Madera County,” before
an estimated 160 people March 20
at Morth Fork Town Hall, The
ovent was abtended by such dig-
nitariog as Congresaman Richard
Lahman, Assemblywoman Mor-
garet Snyder and Mudera County
Bupervisor Harry Baker. Each
presonted the 100 year plus Lowis
with o lotter or plaque of con-
gratalations and good wishos
honering the occasion.



The Madera County Board of Su-
pervisorn woted wunanimously
March 23 to impose o utility tax in
the unincorporated area of Madora
County effective May 1. The action
came after woeeks of public tes-
timwony and changes in proposls
far the tax,

Joff King, o former residont of
North Fork, is this year's Iditarod
Trail Sled Dog Race winner. King
now livesin Denall Natonal Park,
Alnska,

April

Eleven local area authors and
songwriters ghered their exporien-
cos and talents with students at
Worth Fork Elementary School
during the annual Young Pecple’s
Roading ond Writing Feotival,
Bovoral partic pants wore from the
immediate North Fork area, thay
were Doris Scovel, writer of
regional stories; Frank Sealy, a
retired high school princdpal whe
authered & book on retirement Hife
forester Gary Reed, post and en-
vironmental writer; Chuck Thrapp
and Dave Novaell, s tenm of com-
posera and poets; Cathie Campbel],
newspaper colomnist end
magazine writer on horsemanship;
and Joy Heigig, writer of children's
books.

SBpring WValley School cheer-
leaders won honors at the Clovis
West Bhowease pop competition.
They took a second place trophy
home from the competition. Ear-
lier the tenm hisd won o third pluce
trophy at the Sferra High Schoal
pop compatition. Squad mombers
are Jodi Lara, Elisa Gonzales,
Valaria Fajards, Jill Wyman,
Krystal Olsen, Talia Smith, Amnn-
da Monusznk, Sarah Rogers,
Sarah Christophersan, Karrie Hof:
fmon and Jennifer Banks.

Congressman Richard thnm.

wn= in Morth Fork over the
weekend for & Town Hall meating
and to see the North Fork
Parkway, He met with Jerry
Bishop, choirman of Save Our
Bireams; Cal Barnett presidont of
the North Fork Chamber of Cemi-
merce and others to discoss the
Parkway, which isstill in the plan-
ning stages. The Parkway is to be
locnted on the U8 Forost Service
compound, and will include a
woalkway, natura trail, rest areas,
Mative American information

gtope and & pienic area. The US
Forest Service has made $20,000

‘avaflable for the project mnd

Califoenia 508 Council has
plied for & $50,000 grant to

fund this project. Lahman hes writ-
teri & letter to the Planning and
Conservation Leagus in support of
the grant and the parkwiy,

Treasureras of the Sand - What
Archasology Tells Us About the
Bikla in the title of a book released
and authered by Orley Berg of
Morth Fork. The book is the result
of 30 years of archasological ex-
ploration, research and travel in
Biklo landa,

The North Fork Cemmunity
Development Council, in conjanc-
ton with the North Fork Chamber
of Commarce, has recently signed
a contract with Mater Engineer-
ing, & forest products engineering
and market remarch sompany, to
determine the market oppor-
tunities fur value-added wood
products and special forest
products in the North Foric area.
The firm will alao train local forest
product aperators in how to areats
businesses out of the now forest
coneept.

iy

Spring Valley Schocl's seventh
and eighth grode Super Quiz
teams were first ot the Madera
Coonty Academic Pentathlon
Super Quiz held at Yosemite High
Schoal, The vighth grade team tied
for first with Mountsin Home
Behool. This yonr's Super Quiz con-
gated of o two hour gquiz om
BRELTONAOMY .

Clarn Radman, o resdent of
Maorth Fork mines 1927, was
honered by North Fork Boosters
May 8. She first arrived in North
Fork with hor husband, John, and
10-manth old baby, Bab. Ehe spoke
of those eorly days and how she
lesrned to live without running
water or glass for windows

About 50 residents of Eastern
Madera County joined ap-
proximately 1,000 people from
throughout the state in the
Citizer's Biege on Sacramento
My 19, The protest rally was held
on the stepa of the state capital to
tall Governor Pete Wilson and law-
makars that the ctizens wanted
the state’s tax grab stopped. They
wers in Sacramenta to fight Wil-

Continued from page ong

sored by the Madera County
Agricultura Stabilization and Con-
servation Service (ASCS) and coor=
dinated by foresler Larry Ballew
and retired California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protecton
employoe Jim Wagner, was to see
the work that has besn dons and
has been proposad in eatablishing
a major flrebreak and wildlife
browse-way around the com-
munites of North Fork and
Oakhurst.

A erowd estimoted at 500 came
to view the first MNorth Fork
Museum Day May 22 at Nerth
Fork Schocl. The ovent was part of
Maders County's Centennial
Calabhration, Various displnoyn of
nntigue machinery, tools, clothing,
phutogruphs and other artifacts
used in the Nerth Fork aren aver
the past 100-plus yesrs wers ex-
hibited. The svent wis sponsored
by the Morth Fork History Group
which is working to build a pur-
manent facility in which to display
Korth Fork histerical itema,

June

Worth Fork Elementary Scheol
is one of enly six schools in Califor-
nia to receive m grant for Lhe
American Indian Barly Childhood
Edusation Program. The North
Fuork grant wis selected for its und-
gque foeus on  hawving metired
teachers as ftutors, WNative
American oldera in the classroam
and toaching of the Mono lan-
gunge. The grant wos written by
retirnd Chawannkes Schoal [his-
triet Superintondont Grant Sturm.

Frank Clark, interim principal
for MWorth Fork Elementary,
returned home o Rocklin at the
end of June. Clark seid he enjoyed
hisnine months at Narth Fork and
the support of the teachoers and
community, “This is an excuptions
al district for both studenta and ad-
minfstrators " he notod.




unrecagnized tribes in his distriet.
He hopes to intraduce the bill as
BoON 88 poasible,

Jim Green, the new North Fork
Elemontary School principal, is
busy wropping wp buminesn.as
principal of Bierra Vista Elomen-
tory in tha Clavia Unified School
District and getting ncquainted at
Morth Fork School.

Warren nnd Loura Morgan hove
been solectod ng this yeer's North
Fork Loggers' Jambores Grand
Marshals, Thoe Margans have boan
involved in the logging Industry in
North Fork since 1961,

Frunk Bigelow of the Spring
Yalley 4-H Club is the 1883-1004
Modora County Teen Leader
Award Winner. This ia the second
highest rank a member can aam at
the county lovel, It is o working
rank awarded to outstanding
Junior ! Tean Loaders

Juily

Tha Californin stata budget has
shifted $4.3 million of Maders
County's properly tax money o
schoals. Modera County receives
about §11 million a year in proper-
ty tuke which ia a “major disereti en-
ary revenue source for loeal
. povernment,” according to Madera
County  Administrative Officer
Stall Manfredi, In the 188283 fis-
eal yoar, the state transferred a lit-
the over $1 million from the coun.
ty's property taxes to the achoala,

Christina McDonald weas this
yonr's Loggers' Jambores (ueen
and Jim Taylor, o professional log-
gor from Hodding, was the overall
champian logger.

IS Forest Service personmel on
the Sierra MNational Forest
: Minarets District ore planting
Y 260,000 tress on spproximately
195 neres thin yoar, Marmally the
distriet plants 200,000 on 625
acres, but beeatss of the losses of
treea due to the previous year's
drought, incronsed planting will be
deqse this venr,

Residenta of North Ferk who at-
tended & community eeonomie
development mestng July 10 sald
thay would like Lo own thelr own
busineases and form a co-op for
marketing and business aspects.
They diseussed a new induatry for
the community based on walue-
ndded forest products ond specinl
forest products,

Ran Cchin, the new unit chief of
the Madern - Mariposa - Blerced
Ranger Unit of the California
Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection, says the public needs to
be prepared and have a plan in
mind should & fire sccur in this
BIE .

August

The Morth Fork Community
Development Council (CDC) will
ba helding its second community
meeting to discuss value-added
wood manafosturing and special
forest prodeutsn Aog. 8 at Town
Hall. Counsl President Jean Caf-
fey encourages anyone with an in-
terest in expanding or starting a
wood produst or special forost
product related business to attend.

Ehe foals the mecting will be ofin-
tereat bo anyone whe is generally
interested in the eseconpmic future
of North Fork in these changing
tmes, |

A film erow from the Contin ng
Education Department of Georgia
nt Athens wan in North Fork
recently to film ports of 0 book co-
authored by Morth Fork resident
Frank Seeley. The book, The
Becend 50 Years, was writton by
SBaoloy and Ewo othor co-authors
and relensed in  June 1902,
Eeeley's contribution to the boak
was on grandparenting, travel and
finances.

Two Eastern Madera County
Sponta, Mike O'Connor from Maorth
Fork wmnd Zack Oughton from
Coarsegold, and leaders from
Madera and Fresno counbion ot-
tondod the Metional Seout Jam-
baros on the enst caost,

Margaret Snyder, District 25 As-
gemblywoman, spent two-and-hall
hours touring the Enstern Madern
County Forest Btewardship
Program and Frosno River Wator-
ghed HRestoraticn. She tald
reporters that half of her district s
in the mountaing nnd shs needs to
learn “about agriculitre “an

Two North Fork Elementary
students, Jossph Fierros, the sen of
Birdle and Budy Sanchez, and
Marsha Kipp, the daughter of
Nancy and Maurice Kipp, reignid
aa brave and princess for the Z3rd
anmun] Indinn Foir Doays which nk-
tracted dancers and spectators
from throughout California.

Some 45 people met to disciss
arid listen to ideas for an acton
plan presantsd by Mater Enginoor-
ing for developing new businesses
in North Fork. The bagic criteria
for congidoration is that they be
ted to the Ember indusiry sither
working in the woods or working
with waod. Reports were heard on
potential products  end muorket
trends fur flornls, ernamentals,

pvorgreens, dried florals,
landacape ormamentals, twig and
branch products, forest foods and
medicinals, mushrooms, flavor-
woods (not recommended) and
nute

Hiawatha, & movie filmed at
Boss Lake in 1962, was shown ot
the Ponderoen Fines Theatrs ot
Bass Lake Aug. 28 and 29. The
showing wes arranged by the
Modera County Film Commission.
Several mombers of the Mone In-
dian Tribe wera ussd as exiras in
the film. S

Saptam

Mow (eachers st North Fork
Sehoal this year includs Stewart
Pirkus, Boz Thrapp, Cheryl Jones
and Daryl Warkentin,

The Morth Fork Rural Health
Clinic opened on Main Street in
Korth Fork. The staff includos
registered nurse Olivin Shiner, a
purse practtioner Joff Sahina,
medical assistant and receptionist

Sao Turner nnd chiropractor Steve
Pellerin.

Bupport is mounting for the
North Fork Hazerd Reduction
Committes’s proposed wildland
Tuelbreak and habitat improve-
ment plan. Recently stats legis-
Intors Margaret Snydor, 25th Dis-
trict Assemblywoman, and Dan
McCorquodale, 12th District
Senator, wrote letiors supperting
the propassd improvement project.
Jalning in that sapport are mam-
bera of the North Fork Commuoni ty
Develepoment Council, the North

- Ferk Chambor of Commerce,
- Marth Fork Boosters, the Eastern
~ Madera County Chamber o Com-

murce and approcimately 50 in-
dividunls from the Morth Fork
aroa,



Silns Lyons, m North Fork resi-
dent and Yosemite High Schoo
alumnd, has jost retumned from his
sacond trip to formor Yugoalavia.
This time he wisited Bosnia,
Croatia and Serbia. He will give
two slide presentations of this trip
before he returns to Cal Poly at

Adriana Hastings of Nerth Fork
was crowned Mini Mountain Belle
for Sierrs Mountaineer Days in
Cakhurst Sept. 11.The mnnual
celobroton will "be held this
woakend in Oakhurst and Addana
will relgn over the epecial svents.

In an effort to prowvide better
browsing for deer and clear foels
for wildfire prevention, the US
Forest Service and the Califernia
Dopartment of Fish and Game
hald & prescribed barn last weelk,
The Clearwater Prescribed Burn,
a4 it was called, was located on ap-
proximitely 810 scres in  the
Minnrets District of the Sierra Na-
tional Foreat, The burn sren was
located aast of the Minareta High-
way, west of the San Josguin
River, north of Kinsman Flat and
southeast of the Hogue Ranch.

Morth Fork Elementery Schoel
was ropresented in the Education
Fashion Show in Oakhurst by stu-
dant modela Shandan York, Dl
Alkire, Julie Lepley, Mandy
Mohulaki, Corey Quigely, Seolt
Whitely and Marth Fork School
pinfT Elndne Fink and NF Prindpal
Jimn Graed.

Rasalie Bethel, an elder in the
Morth Fork Mono Indien Tribe,
wos honored Sept. 25 during the
California  State Indian Days
celobroHon ot the Sisrrn Mono
Buseum. Bethel, a native of Marth
Fork, wos presented with a plague
mnd abalone necklaoe for her work
and contributiona to the North
Fork Mono Tribe. She has boen
working with linguists at the
University of Califernia at Lca An-
geles. Together they have
developed o dictionary for the
Mone or Nium language which is
expected to be relessed in
Dcwmbir.

Detobar

The Sugar Pine Trio performed
on the acoustic stage at the Oak-
huarst Fall Fastival. Chuoek
Robyn Flory and Dave Nowell
make up the tric which performs
folk, country reck, pop and jazs, in-
cluding sevoral original tunea

Thicoy's on the Lake waa the

only cantral California rostaurant

selectod to be part of the Macy's
Chefa Tour this year. Ten other
restaurants in the Bay Area par-
ticiapted. On Satorday, Oct 2, 130
people participated in the ecoking
cluss and luncheon with Ducey’s
on the Lake Executive Chef Bill
Parkor,

The Morth Pork Autumn Fes-
tival, fenturing a Grizzly Contury
Bike Rally, Scenic Byway Art
Show and Sale, crafts fair, Lions
Claub breakfest, Chamber of Com-
merce spaghetti feed and North
Fork community dinnor, was held
Fridey and Saturday, Oct, 8 and 9,

As part of o 26-member panal,
Chris Mota, US Forest Bervice dis-
trict ronger from North Fork,
spoke to leaders across the country
gatherad in Washington, D.C. on
how to improve the netionnl
vitality of America’s rural
economy. The panel di scussion was
part of & public forum, Rural
America: Changes, Challenges and
Opportundties, held by Agriculture
Becretary Mike Espy,

Aftor 13 yoars of fghting hydre
aloctrie dovelopments en streams
in California, Jerry Bishop has an-
nounced hia redrement from Save
Our Streams, Bishop has been
prosident of the organization since
1980. Ho hos decided on Liloyd
Carter to replace him as head af
the S08. Corter is n former
reportar for United Press Interna-
tional and the Fresno Bee. He is
currently studying to be an en-
vironmontal lawyer,

Tins Flannagan, a dancer with
the Fresno Ballet, is 8 now res-
dent of North Fork. She recently
moved from Fresno where she has

* ived most of her life. She is the

daughter of James and Charlatte
Flanagan of North Fark.

L

Laocal Herecs wers honored Inst
waoak by Voterans of Fareign Wars
Poat 8743, Ahwahneo. This is the
third year that the post reeognized
local firamen and police officers for
their work in thes eammunity. This
wear's Tecipionts wers California
Highway Patrol Officer Dennis
Smallen; Ben Nunley s eaptain
with tho California Departmont of
Forestry and Fire Protoction and a
gheriff'a reserve deputy; Beryl
Raviscioni, Victim Witness Ser-
vices; Yern Lidfors from the
Madera County Sheriff's Depart-
ment, and Jane Williams, o
paramedic with Sierra Ambulanca
Sarvies,

Novamber

The final slection rosults from
Moy, 2 for area schosl boards were
aa follows: Chawanakes School
District: Spring Valloy area - Bar-
bara Bigelow and Dale Owverbay.
Morth Fork area - Chuck Thropp.
Sierra Joint Union High School
Diatrict: Margoret Curtiss and Cal
Borneit,

Elders of tha Mano Triba are
working with Warth Fork School
officinls in a new program
designed to teach students the
Mono language. Elders participat-
ingin the program includs Maggie
Chepa, Hosalis Bethel, Connie
DuSilve, Margorst Hill and Myrtlo
Hudson.

The Sugar Pine Tric wos just
one of many acts of the Squirrel
Cage Thoatra's fall production of A
Trip Down Memory Lane. Perfor-
mances wers held Nov. 12 and 13
A North Pork Boosters' community

——




Coock, Marlene Yokum, Gina
DeMastors and Dave Nowell,
Kondra Mackey, Amnndn Johnson,

Matthew Bradly and Justin Jones,

Spring Valley Schodl's eighth
grade math team and ssvonth
gradi dunt toam placed firat over-
all in the Madera County
Academic Pentathlon Math com-
petition. The Spring Valley stu-
demits took home 11 ather modals
ag part of that eompetiton.

Ad an  outgrowth of idema
presanted by the North Fork
Economic Development Council,
brother and sister Gale and Muor-
vin Armetrong are experimenting
with sealptures in manzanita. The
two artists and their manazanita
scul ptures are featured in the Tim-
berline Gallery in Oakhurst.

Docembaor

The Morth Fark branch of the
Maodera County Likrary want on
lime with computers last wesk.
Computers are now used Lo
automate traditional library ser-
vices such s check out, check in,
ovar dup tracking, patron registra-
tion and cataloging.

Activities for North Fork youth
wos the focus ot o meeting ats
tended by 10 conterned com-
munity mambers at Town Hall.
Tha eommunity membera fecl
there are problems for the vouth in
North Fork in that they don't have
encugh  to do, Activities for
olementary threugh high school
ngn children ware discussed.

Six Emsterp Madera County
gchool districts have begun o
cooperntive planning effort to
work townrd the development of
socondary school focilities, The
Bazs Lake, Chawanakeo, Cagr-

T TR =

Elomentary districta, along with
the Sierrn Joint and Yosemite
signed represontatives to a site
saloction committes, chaired by
Borbora Bigelow of Chawnnakes,
and a program commitive, chaired
by Susan Maey of Yosamite. Theso
committees have bean meoting
regularly with a goal of develaping
specific recommendations by
January.
The North Fork community was
honored with the United Statoes
Deportment of Agriculture Com-
munity Spirit Award Dee. 11
Nerth Fork was une of only flve
communitiesin the nation, and the
only cemmunity in Califarnia to
receive the nward, which goes with
& $5,000 cheek. North Fork was
chogen becnuns of its "spirit of
working together.” Community
members heve written a Com-
munpity Action Plan, formed a
Community Development Council
and nre currently administoring o
study that will help develop and
expand businesses masocinted with
forest prodeuts and value added
manufocturing.

Wayne L. Todd of Morth Fork
wad namad ta the Madera County
Planning Commizs=ion, ropresant-
ing District 5, at the Doe. 14, board
of supervisors meeting, He 1ia
replacing Don  Boltinhouse wha
retired enrlier this yoar,

The Conrsegold Resource Can-
survation DHstrict (CRCD), & local
volunteer orgmnization, will
recoive the 1993 Governor's En-
vironmental and Economic
Lendership Award on Jan. 7in Los
Angeles. CRCD  Chairman  EBd
Klipport from O'Weals received n
letter from Governor Pets Wilson
the week of Dec. ', announcing
that the CRCD had beon selected
over 70 applicants for the honor.

To Place Yaour Ad
Call 683-4464
or B17-2207
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A bleak future for Va]ley’ s loggers

B What's happening is a change in

Forest Senvice management
Russell Clemi
THI-E Frisno Bea s
NORTH FORK

or two decades, r Russell
F Walsh has felled the tall sugar

pines and firs that carpet the steep
hills and ridges of the Sierra National
Forest around this eastern Madera Coun-
ity mill town.

But now Walsh is worried. This year,
because of recently beefed-up regulations
to protect the Californin spotted owl and
other sensitive wildlife, Walsh and other
loggers cut leas than half as much timber
s fonr s g

And the future doesn't look brighter,

“Thee Last two , iL's dropped off a
whale lot,” Wulaﬁ said. “The way it
pounids, thare just isn't poing to be
EI‘H:H.II,!E. ruw malerial o keep everybxody
going.

In North Fork — a8 in othar timbar-de-
pendant townes th t the westarn
United States — people like Walsh have
reamntubuwnmﬂd After o decade in

| which the nation’s 122 national forests

roduced timber at & breakneck rate to

ol a houging boorn, the pendulum has
suddenly swung back.

It's not just the owl, What's happening,
in fact, is nothing ehort of o fundamental
change in the whole direction of national
forest mangement.

The Foreet Sarvice's new chiel, a ca-
resr wildlife binkogist named Jack Ward
Thomas, was previously known as the
gervica's ]Ea.dmg expert on the California
spotted owl's famous cougin, the north-
ern spotted owl of the Pacific Northwest.

Previoue chiefs, including Thomas' pre-
decesanr, F. Dale Hobertson, were cireer
foresters. By replacing Hobertaon with
Thomas, the Chinton edministration has
rotified = and amplified — & gradual
shift in the service's mission.

In place of its historie focis on produc-

ing eommodities — from timber to graz-

mn.p;htlmutf-p recreation — the serviee’s

now goal of “scosystern management”
laces i pmpheils on proteciiag the
ealth of the forests and the wildlifi,

For Sierra Mational Forest superisor
Jumes Boyoton, this shift has already
produced one cear result, Traditionally,
his guperiora have udped him by whether
his forest meats its timber harvest tar-
gets — the mandate to “get the cut out™

Now, however, Boynbon says thera is
loss emphasis on meeting timber targets,
Boon there may he none at all.

i hmrup t seen the elimination of tar-
gets wot," Bovmton said. *T still have o
volume Lo meet. Bat my sense 15 that
over the next two years, by 1995-96, 1
won't have targeta.”

That this shift in emphasis has alroady
begun is reflected in the forest's hurvest
records.

Please soo Forest, Page Ald

the forest
as something
that shouldn’t
be harvested.””

Gary Rogers, Sequoia Fomst incuctres

In waiting.
Loga rafied at
the Morth Fork
1 sawmill wait to
be procassed.
d Enviroamontal
CONNCEMS fnd
e a depressed

1 housing
market have
Ll lowered timber
| producton and
| |Eft loggers
womad about
the fuiure.

Richard Darty
Tha Fresag Boe




Detail work. Phil Elis inspacts a Douglas fir Iog he will saw into lumber st his Nofth Fork Whiskey Falls Lumber Co.
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Continued from Page A1

From 1965 to 1980, peak years
of the timber harvest, loggers in
1.2-million-acre Sierra forest
fiollad am average of 143 million
bowrd feet 5 vear — en ko
build about 12,000 single-fami
That's the exact amouwnt
called for in the 1983
of the forest's new
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pid Gary lic affuira
diroctor for the ﬁﬂi‘;'n largest
timber buyer, Dinuba-based Se-
quoin Forest Industriea,

Underlying the reduced har-
veab s 8 marked change in the
way the Forest Service monages
its domain.
Selective harvesting

The 19582 deaft plon enlled for
I i chis of der-culling
and reforestation — “tree-farm-
ing." critics enlled it — oo virta.
ally every ocre of the lorest’s
harmestablo land.

MNow, in eontrast, the Forest
SBervice bs Urying to do more se-
lective harvesting, with more re-

trew farm, the future
national forest may look more
lhk}::‘uhii.zpnrk- o !
Ven ‘say the change is
M&rdue:bﬁu-reallymmm_
ward the idea that we're out
there io take o tree ond do a
elean job, not leave a mess or do
g clonrrut.” Walsh said

But the offocts are fac-reach-

ing:

Ty

.WHH |_h;-'- et :
inking 88 _recel
S tt: the Foresh, Servics s
rowing stesdily smaller;
are possible, maybe even -
Meanwhile, those who
keep their jobe are forced
into unaccuatomed dmd:
wildlife hiologiste may
i l'mim-i;awnr‘:,ﬁur?nmp]a.
Sawmills are cutting back,
and some may shut down. At

Fork, Sequoia Inid off its
m-d ghift in December 18081,

glashing its work I'urnl!_f'mm 174
i B7, Four other mills — in
Auberry, Dinuba, Madern and
Terra Bella — also get timber
from the Sierra forest; Boymton
pred:rual'.luaﬂt.uuuwiﬂ::'lnaam

mﬁln’r’imbﬂ-d.ep?ndmt COMmmi-
pities are looking Dervo fo-
wurd the future, wondering how
they will survive if their mills
:IDEE::. Bome, such as North Fork,
whose mill may be first to close
becanae of its remote location
and small size, are trying to map
out their futures, ]
In what sven Forest Service
critics say iz an En_.c,uuhr\AE'::ng
igm, £h cy is trying &
E?rl'.h F muke this difficalt
transition — from timber mill
tawn to something different and
gtill lnrgely undefined.
‘Innovative leadership’
Bervien officials have kicked in
T o ot
L By o
ém'qm' pdnmm and
gidewnlks — but also lime.
Christine Nota, the forest's
Morth Fork-hased hﬁpmm
trict ranger, is an acve p
pant in the town's planning ef-
forte. ) 1
“It demonstrates nnovabive
leadership on the part of the
Forest Service (o show some con-
porn for t.I]-::m_! mlnca! h{::l!ll'l:l'lll.l.l;:
ies,” wis Blumberg, az=
Lt.::i %mﬂ director for the

Wilderness Society, a1 SOVIFOD-  —

mental group.

for Valley’s loggers;

To Unl Hurnett, former presi-
dont of the town's chamber of
eommerce, the assistance s
nothing short of a lifesaver for
the towmn of 2,215 peopls, where
the only big emplover is the Se
guaia Forest [ jees mill.

“We know the timber industry
i poing to cut hack,” Barnett
mif"ghl: mill has alresdy laid
off 50 percent of ite work foree,
In our Hitle community, thit's
quite an impact.”

Bo for, the town has forused
on diversifying its economic
base. It wanls to develop tour-
iam, for le, by sprucing up
the tattered dowmbown and pro-
moting the forest’s 100-mile
“scenie byway,” which sweops
north and east out of North Fork
toward the Ansel Adams Wilder-
ness and the grandeur of the
Minarets,

The town has also formed a
eomminity counel,
which ussd & 30 Forest Ser-
viee grant to comimission o
of new ways to maks money
from the forest.

‘Alternative’ prodocts

The study identified two types
of husinesses that held promise
= producing ""i'ulﬂhue—udﬂui' I.'i|.];'.!|1
ber products, such ass particli
b-jars or furniture, and the col-
lection end sale of “alternative”™
forest producta, such s pine
eones and dried flowers.

Nota said those lwo activities
have the ndded appesl of keeping
MNorth Fork's eeonomic future
tind to its traditional roots in the
forost.

“The timber industry is part of
the community,” she said. “IL's
how it identifies itself, and we
don't want tn lose that. "

But whether those jobe can at-
tract mill workers and
loggers i open to inn, The

average Sequoia worker is
paid §10.47 an hour, plus modi-




cnl and dental eoverage. The new
industries are likely to pey much
lesa.

“Thare & A hell of 8 markeat
for pine ocones,” Baroott
“Bot the most a person- camn
make from ping cones 15 nob any-
whare close to what a logger can
maka.”

As a result, the community de-
?ﬁmwﬁtmrﬁlhmhmm‘m—
i gome in North Fork,
aspauu]h}' |y timber workers.

sSome of the loggers think wo
ghould direct our efforts toward
goiting tha Forest Bervios to put
mare timber out,” Barnett said.
“But the logging is gething cut

. and thare's

do ahout it.”

What may take roat in North
Fork instead are cottage indus-
tries that tread lightly on the
forest. One pionser may ba Phil
Elliz, who was o sheriff's deputy
at Bass Lake until he tock early
rotiremant for madical reasons.

Ellis bought his own sawmill
in 1989, Powered by an old Volk-
gwagen engine, it sits on muils in
his vard, straddling a fiallad
Dauglas fir several feet in diame-
tar,

Every year, Ellis bids on about
a dozen prime firs or sugar
pines, which he egwe Up and =alls
to five California window and
door manufecturers.

He also suts Indgepole ping in-
tn wafor-thin planks, which he
golls to n Madern box makar for
pesembly into fancy mmlitntfﬂ
hoxes. And his wife, Kathy,
makes picture frames.

Botween thelr income off the
forest and his pension, the El-
fizea Hva well. But Phil Elli# says

not everybody could do what
they have done

m""l’gu‘re not poing to find 15 or
_-ﬂlzll'!‘amm_ Fuys up here doing
thin," ho eaid. "The market fust
isn't there. It'= hnrd to develop
custorners,”

If loggers have any future
L nt
all in North Fork, it may be only
ns p-ﬂqJ"t. of & now program that
the Forest Service is pmpminE,
samothing called “stewnrdship.
Under that -E.IJ“]E which would
roquire approval from Congress,
the Forest Service would lease

small plots of land to lo
eantractors for 10-yoeor mﬁﬁs

Wi Ci

Fire hazard

Th wonld cara for the

; Ingpers _
land, harvesting and selling

['uw Imi:iq;iﬁll.& pinge thal grows
Pﬂﬂ:ﬂhl‘l parts
cat, where It is coneidered » fire
hazard and an ecological menace.

Tha lo gould sell the
lodgepole for baxes or rustic fur-
niture. Bither way, they would
produce inoome from 8 resource
that poses only headoches at
prosent — tiirning o SoW's Bar
into A silk purse to the berefit of
both parties.

“In the = Notn said, “no-
hady wm this alulr.dfr. WA
ipnared.”

Walsh says he's interested.

“It's & new conocapt and | think

- it's got & lot of potentinl,” he

said. By hur\'uilllgg 1 &,
Walsh zaid, he could keep his six
crew members working most of
the yaar.

But eome environmentalists
are uneasy. Terry Thompson,
northern Californin and Nevada

Plaase see Forest, Page A15

Thompson sakd, conld real-
ly mess up the *
even if Morth Fork over-

El%

T
il
i

poaal Iﬂw .+« Lhe answer |
no," esid Mark Simith, the Sierra
Mational ?mmt'u gilwiculturizt.

“There's just no guestion.”
Boynton said, “that in the past
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Forest: Reduced harvest reflects changes

in Forest Service manz

able to reduee his budget hy

his stalf th otiri-

tion and voluntary Buit

this year may be different, At

k mﬂ:l hiz 1904 bu A

final H-n;rntnnﬂ.l

he still hus no nesarance of fund-

ing for ning of his 325 full-time
ermipl oy,

Bayond  bhudge EONCErns,
Foresl Servica ulﬁ%ﬂmd—
mit to some confusion over ex-
prtly what their new mission is
and how to carry it out.

“There's been & Lremendous
toseing around of the term eco-

un everyone elae
means by that," Boynton aeid.
u:a?“ mﬂﬂin .
land -_— ibly »

will I:r_'r to use its old mmmnd:t,-.u
ucing toals — including Lim-
harvests, where appropriate
— in & way that protects natural
E me instead of destroving

"The spotied awl drives us,
and it's probably the thing that
the public most understands, but
there are a number of things out
there that we need Lo be design-
the system for,” Boynton

Some lowerdevel Forest Ser-

L5

long as it's not ambiguous.
"You ean't proctice forestry if
you're changing direction every

cement goals

Richard Darby
Ready to go. Logger Russell Walsh chacks lumber cul from salvaged logs before it Is shipped out,

two or thres years™ said Smith,

the forest siwviculturist. “I've
said throughout my entire career
that T con manage the forest

anyway »ou want me fo. Just
give me some clear direction.”

That may not he possible, qw
en the ropid changes overtaking
the Forest Sarvice and the uncer-
tainty over details of its new soo.
gyebem management mandate.

But one thing is no Imuaur be-
ing questionad, Blumberg,
u-fElJ:ﬂ Wﬂdm%r

"The timbar ecut’s eome
down," he said, “wnd there's be=
gun ko bo o reclization by wurr
one that it's going to stay down.
We're not going back to the way
it nsed bo be"
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B Sequola’s mills are in North Fork, Auberry and Dinuba, ;
B Siemra's mill is In Terra Bella. ® Norty's mill is in Madara,

Parry Huflman — The Fresno Bes




" —

23 %o
*Replanied
(7.116)

Mot checked
(794)

Yo Unknown (42)

("Caortifind as surcasatilly neplaried)

Timber harvests
Millic uibuﬂr'd!fea#mt[n

0 20 40 60 B0 100 120 140 183 18D
1997 DS 5350000 Z,L.i-j'
1992 _Ea_.'.r o e AR
1991 IEETTEEE F0.4
1950 1 1476
THET e e S i
15“ F'E?r‘l . 3
1987 154.0
1886 442

1255 I 17
1084 LT N i
1083 L . f
1982 0.2

1581 S 7.

S ; s iy AT




! NORTH FORK'S OLDEST NEWSPAPER
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1994

A look at NF in ‘94

Hathy Kollay
What does 1894 lock like for the
Morth Fork community? Recent in-
terviews with residenta and offi-
cinla in Marth Fork produced the
* following project snas:

US Forest Service

Expertsin the US Foreat Servics
are predicting major changes in-
cluding downsizing within  the
‘mponcy this yoar.

Sierra National Forest Rangor
on the Minareta District, Chriz
'.HI:IH., halieves that the coming
yiear will create more change than
ot any time in the UISFE' history.

"We have o naw chiof of the
forest, who will mecolorats change
this yaor, Presidont Clinton i=
reinventing govormment and the
USFE will be ane of the models,
We won't know what that will
mann until we meo tho final
budget,” Nota explained rooantly,

Nota feels that once the reor
ganization and downsizing ia com-
plete, the autlook will be positive.

“We will be more respongive to
the publie, wa will be a bhattor
sgency,” she maid. “In the future
we will nut be driven by one project
but by the biclogy of land and
public input. Lond fa the big pie-
ture. Thare will be more emphosis
on fish ond wildlife, recroation,
community development and an-
vironmental edwcation,

"We will still be deing timber
harvesting, but it won't be o driv-
ing fores, [t will be ane tool te im-
prove wildlife habitat," Mata said.

She talked about the nogative
aspects of the downsizing s
hoving less peaple and mare work,

“Dakrg buis noss will bo very dif-
ficult,” Nota ndded.

Even with all the internal chan.
wes, the USFS in predicting a
larger timber sale than in 1993 off
the Sierra Mational Forest,

Allen Quan, & USFS Siorra Na-
tional Forest imber managoment
officer, has said the preliminary
target figure is 48 million board
foot for the 1994 timber harvest ofl”
the SNF.

Last year's harvest from the
SNF was 30 MBF,

Quan belisves figures for this
year will actually be highor, closer
to & or 60 MEF by the end of the
ealendar year. The end figure will

dopend sn market conditions and
an overlapping ealendar yoar. The

works on & fiscal vear from
Oict. 1 to Sept, 30,

School district

The Chawanakes School District
has & number of goals and projecte
ael to necamplish for the upeoming
YOar.

Those projects include reaching
agreoments with land developers
of new school sites, implementing
new tachnology programs, review-
ing and updating math and sdence
pragrema and improving fucilities
at all achool mites,

Chawanekes Superintendent
Fhil Pendley s currently working
with developsrs on several projects
incloding the Rio Mosa praject,
which consists of five planned
devolopmaents.

The district is looking at the
1964-05 school year az n year in
which “eooparative mitigation
ngreoments with land dovelopars™
in the southorn part of the district
will be finalized,

“We've alroady boen working
two years on these sgresments and
we are ready 1o put the finishing
towches un for when development
occurs,” annaunced Pend ey,

Rio Mesa won't be completed
nnytime soon. Final construeton
is oxpected to take place for
another 15 to 20 years, When com:
peted population estimates are
30,000,

Rio Mesa is o triangular shaped
piece of land locstod in the
sauthern part of the Chawanakos
School Distriet. The boundaries
are Highway 145 on the north,
Highway 41 on the west and the
San Joaquin River on the sast and
mauth,

Pondley recently tnlked about
the High Lead Ranch dovelopment
on Road 200 near North Fork, This
development, when completed,
will be a sohdivision with 250+

homes on 840 neres,

“There will be other activity
with individuals subdividing land
toa,” Pendloy mdded. “We want to
get the mitigation agresments in
place and | dentify schoal sites to fit
in with the development and to
maintain neighborhood  achnala.
W Tenl 1506 will ba n real boom,
or before if the aconomy is better.”

The devel opment of new h:hnn]-
ograms for ptudents district
;rl'ﬂ_?-'l’d.FE- something tha CUSD is
looking &t developing this year.
The district plans to establisl ad-
ditienal computsr labs, incrense
the number of computer classses for
gtudenta, and develop somputer
training programs for the staff.
“We want of ghth grade studenis
to leave school with the ability to
use n word processor and to be able
to organize information l'n:m_ i
data baso for research end writing
papers,” Pendley stated.
The digtrict i looking Lwweard
tha future and the use of other new

technologies such as electronic
mail and tapping into & new fbar
optica cable provided by Ponderasa
Talephone.

Bome of the new technal oy
which will be used for improving
communications betwoean students
and teachers and bringing infor-
mation and programs inte the
«achoala.

This yvoar the baard of trustees
ithplementod & new type of physi-
col education program for stu-
deata. It fs the first of its type for
the district "

Since it ia the "bass year” for the
program instructors are working
ta develop age - wppropriate
programs for students,

“The program was implementod
bicause research shows physical,
omotional and intellectanl
development mre all connected,”
Pendley expluined.

This ia the year for the state
roview of scionce and math
programs, Thess programs are ox-
pected to maich state guidelines
for vach grade lovel, The distriet
will be reviewing programs in
order to update,

A now program for eighth grade

Fee Page g
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A look at North Fork in 1994~

Cantiaued from page one

studonts is planned to help stu- -
dents be better prepared for high
school. The students are assigned
to o counsolor. They will vigdt the
high achool that the students plan
to attend the fallawing year. The
program is expected to help stu.
denta find out abwut courses and
setivities they are intgrestod in at
that high schoal.

Sixth through sighth grado stu-
dents will participate in o Pen Pal
program with high school stu-
dents. The twe groups are expected
ta sxchange correspondence mnd
help those entering high scheol to
improve study habits and of-
ganizational akills.

Pondley said the district was .

working to enhance site councils
nnd make them stronger.

Alsa, they want to improve com-
munciotions  hebween the oome.
munity. A district wide newsletter
is planned. It will be sent to each
parcal patron in the district with
gummaries of school board meat-
ings and highlights of school

il
School facilitins nre targetad for

improvement as wall. In the Sierra
View and Spring Valley schodl
gruas, parent clubs have sgreed to
motch board expenditures on ax-
ganding playground fasilitiea.

! The hanrd recently approved ax-
penditures for new backstops at
each school site so students will
got have to go outside the area to

mes.

?;}ug:h}' talked of possibly forme-
ing a cammunity service district in
ths Ranchos and O'Neals areas in
grder to fund & multi-purposs room
Gombined cafoterin, mym and
fuditorium) ot Sierra View and
Epring Valloy school sites

* According to Pendley, grawth is
an impertant issue in regords to
state funding. If the district stops
 geining new students, tha district
' will losn three to five parcent in
| TV ERbBE.
| “In previous years, such ns 1882
83, it mnde o difference, but we've
bean preparing for five yonrs of dif-
feult times nnd unless something
eatastrophic happens thers will be
no significant impact. We must
keep expenditures within reasan,”
Pendloy added.

~ NF Chamber
- of Commerce

North Fork Choembor of Com-

. marcs former president Cal Bar
nete fesla the now year will ba one
of srmal], but steady growth for the

ROk B

Barnett, who recently stepped
dewn aa president of the North
Fark chambar, feels that vconomi-
cally 1994 will not be much dif-

i furent than the previous year.

. “We're not really affected by the
! national seonomy 88 badly ax a
' large city hocnuse the school {8 our
! largest omployer. Only the
¢ downsizing in the timber will af-
' [ect the aren.

“As long as Fresno and Los An-
geles aress continue to Thave
i+ problems, rural areas will be at-
i tractive bo peaple from those areas.
“*With the sxceptinn of the timber
“industry our economy will be
“Bquivalent to 1993," Barnett said.
“* Barnett points to building per-
C-mits token owt with the county
“caver the past four years: In 1993,

Merth Faork had 29 building per-

mits for new home construction; in

1992 there were 37 permits; in

1891, 47; and in 1890, 37. These to-

tals equal 160 hamea over the last

four years,

“Slow steady program is my es-
timation of how things will go,”
Barnett said. "Il we continue to get
housing stats similar to 1993, we
will l.:l.'uﬂl_" have more FIIJ]',!I!
maoving in than out.”

In response bo more reduced tim-
ber sales off the Sierra MNational
Forest, the chamber is studying
the possblity of a lodgepcle
stawardship program with the US
Forest Serviee.

“It ia a plan that may open up
more logging on the Sierra Nation-
al Forest,” axplained Barnett. “It
waon't happen in 1904, but it may
be & reality in 1965, It could be-
come & small logping business that
could axpand.”

Since 1991, Sequoia Forest In-
dustries has sliminated one shift
at ench of its three saw mill sites,
Merth Fork, Aubsrry and Dinubn.

The sams waar they procossed
150 million board feet of timber u
year. Today, because of reduced
timber harvests on the Sierra and
Soquoia natisnal ferests, the com-
pany is begging for 75 MHEF tn
koep one shift at all three mill
stes galng.

Last month the company dosed
the cogeneration plants ot both
Morth Fork and Auberry. Last
week the 5FI mill in Auberry
cloged,

SF1 public affnirs spokesman
Gary Rojgors points cut that the
company is olmost completely
dependent on timber sales from
the Sierrn nnd Segooia nationsl
forests,

“SFI1 is not like logging com-
panies in the Pacific Northwest
who own at least 20 percent of the
land they log,"” Rogors aaid.

Besidea the three SFI mills,
there are twa other mills thst
depend on timber from the Sierra

and Sequein national forests.

"I just one of our shifts noads 25
MBF and they (LSFS] are only
putting up 48 MBF, thore will be n
problem,” Rogers stated,

In previoua wvears BF1 could
stackpile wp ta Ewa viars worth of
timber at each mill. Today the
North Fork mill has eight to nine
menths of Gmber bought, aceord-
ing to Rogers.

Tha USFS Minarois District out
of Morth Fork is working on s
yvourly salo of two MBF of lodge
pole.

*This would help,”" Rogers ack-
nnw]ndg‘nﬂ.. *Lut what in hurrjn“
the industry now ls the Spotied
Ol survey, which is expected to
ba completed next year.”

Rogers and other timber hor-
vastors are hoping owl ressarchers
will find what they bolieve: There
isn't & need for o muech territory
for the ewl; there are more owls
than was previcusly thought; and
that tho owl lives overywhere, not
just in old growth.

Rogers and othars balinves that
old growth left unmanaged will

- eventually die and become fuel for

a wildfire,
'En:u. !:f thess dend trees arc
large and have a four-foct

[ ——




diameter,” he described, “The
USFE has alwnys done o good job
on timber harvesting by praviding
for a sustainsd yield, but what
happens to old growth when it
diea?"

“You can't take the mill out of
the eguation,” Hogers stated.
"Wa're trying to slay in businesa.
We are watching and waiting to
sog what the USF3 will do.”

In the past SFI has diversified to
meke value ndded products guch as
pallets, bark and electricity.

“Wa da all of the things with the
value ndded produects. The co-gen
wins & £10 milion investment at
North Fork and st Auberry,”

Bogers noted.

If logging ie stopped in this area
e it has been in tho Parific
Northwest, Hogers predicts the
post of lombaer will go up and more
than just those in the timber har-
vosting businces will be affeciod.

“Wa may be foreed out of Morth
Fork, but wo will go kicking and
screaming. YWe have stayved a lot
longer in North Pork and Auberry
bacouse of the owner, Ron Yanke,
Thore are no stockholdare. When |
worked for another company there
were stockhalders who demanded

we shut the mill every time there
wons n hind markes,” Fogers stated,

SFI will be waiting for what it
considers “hard fgures.” Because
of the spotted owl and its nesting,
lsgging is mostly dons botwoeen
Maoy and Septambor. The most im.
portant thing for the mills s
hewing anoagh timber an hand for
o full year.

"T'e run throe shifts we need 75
MEF, and it needs to be spread
avenly aver the year," explained
Rogera “In 1985, we had four
yours of tmber bought ahead, now
we are down to 18 months worth of
timber,”

-\._":1_.. ':\.1- -
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The Community Development
Commities s made up of volun-
toers from North Pork organiza-
tions and government agendes
#uch as the Chamber of Commaree,
North Fork Boosters, Sesnie
Byways Associntion as wel]l as
local government ngencies as the
US Forest Service and the
Chawnnakes Schasl THeteict,

The CIM wearks on a goneral
thome of ecoperation botween tha
20 individual members and =ix or-
gonizationnd members, Altopether
the committes ropresents ap-
proximately 200 poople, ascording
to G Prosident Jann Coffey.

A major part of the
organization’s work is Lo network
all the community agoncies and or-
ganizations and utilize the com-
rl1'|.lr'|!il.jl"! val dnleer resources

As part of ita agondn for the new

year, the committes will ba
making descisions as to what the
GO0 overall direction will be.

"Which woy do we steer the eom-
mumity? Are we & badroom eom-
minity ar do we encourage clean
industry in erder to give our young
people joba” Coffey suggested.

Bo far the CDC has set sevon
goals for the new year, They in-
cludo: supporting and forming
buginess oo-ops: aversssing the in-
stallotion of underground utilites,
robuilding the “crazy Y™ Interssc-
tion; planting trees and repaving
downtown.

Mater Engri neering from Oregon
hns heien hired by CIHC as a eonsal-
tant ta teach individual businesses
how to use wood and other forest
related products,

In phase 1, Mater reportod on the

availability of forest products:
florals; wond: muoshrooms, and
other forest products and their
UEHE,

In the second phase of the Mater
program, which is due to start this
yoar, the Oregon based firm will
work a8 consultonis for any now
businesses being foremed.

Currantly & eo-op of North Ferk

- cottage industres 3 packaging

under the name North Fork
Noturals

Freano and its MIVAC program.
MIVAC is a naw .wm::],
drying prooess. CDC mem
have besn providing CSUF with
differant types of foreat producta to
dry. Together they hove tried
overything from florals usod for
floral decorations to hardwoods for
furniture.

“It's been promising, we've
found it dries things very quickly
without erncking. We've had inter.
gst generntsd, but no one can af
ford the process at this point. Its
like buying the first microwave.
It's too exponsive for a amall group
or bulaness until it gets past this
experimental stage,” Coffey
ixplained.

In ofher plana for the new vear,
CDC wants to hine and Erain an ex-
ecutive director. Alsa, they want to
complote the incorporation procoss
ns n nm-'p:puﬁt -ufgi.ltitl.Hun.

Thae cormmi ttea's overall goal, &e-
cording o ColTey, is o keep the
eooperution  going  smongt  the
North Fork representatives from
ench orgonization.

“Wea hoveo nﬂ:u:dng ewn within
aiar mambership, There are an-
viranmentalists and members of
the Central Sierra Alliance,” noted
Coffey, “but there io a real spirit of
enoperation Lo keep North Fork as
it is nnd sl have joba for people.”
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Meeting held in N
economic alte_r_nati and options

Kathy Kolley

In the wake of the North Fark
Mill closore, a mesting ef eom.
munity members was held Tast
weel to discuss other sconomic al-
ternatives and options available,

The meeting was eallod by Wil.
lard Nelson, m North Fork logger,
und other community members
who are concerned with the affocts
of the closure,

Talk contered oround alterna-
tive industries, including tovriam.

To bring more tourists ta the
aren, it was agreed that migns to
North Fork should be posted on
Highway 41, for both south bound
and north bound traffic, before
Road 200,

*Tourism is the third largest in-
dustry in Californin,”™ atated
Noreen MecDonald, executive
director of the Eastern Madera
County Chambor of Commarce.

McDonald went on to discuss
SierraLand, u propossd entortain-
ment development in Oakhurst
She told those present that Oak-
hurst has many tourists in town
with nathing to do ence they get
there. Sierraland would affor a
selution with entertainment
propased from 10 am, to 10 pom.

She urged local artists to par-
ticipats in Sierraland by Joining
together and ronting booths in
which to display thelr work.

McDonald reported that the
state of Californiais advertising 1o
encourage touriam. within  the
state. Eighty-five parcent of the -
touriam is generated from within
the atate, with the remaining som-
ing from the US mnd other
countries,

Accarding to MeDenald, 14,000
busss go through Yosemits Na-
tional Park every year. Com-
munitiss around e park, such oz
Mammonth and Maripesa, spend
millions in advertising to mttract
these tourists. Sha noted the loeal
touriem couneil i= working on its
WL €T et .

ork on

BEAR SCULPTURE: This bear scuiplure is ono of thres purchased by Jim Wil-
s, awnar of the North Fork Supar Market, in an affort 1o make the store mars
altractive 1o visitors. The bear is the work of Fresno artist Kon Mizg,
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& wagon with mules flad down Main Stroet last ing in tha North Fork yard drying and sorting lumbar.
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Clean-up day
in North Fork

There will be o Morth Fork town
clean-up Saturday, March 5, start-
ing at 10 mam. at North Fark
Market,

The cean-up doy is being or
gonized by o number of come-
munity groups in order to make
preparati ons for film crewa,

According to &  community
spokesman, filming will take place
in the North Ferk area to produce
u fpocial on the exoct center of
Californin

Additional wvoluntosrs are

needed for the cleanup. Or-

ganizers are asking those who
have rakes, showvels, wesd caters,
tragh bags and pick-ups to ioke
them. For moere information son-
tact the Nerth Fork Chamber of
Commerce ut 877-2410,

eight or nine men i expactad to wark-




PRELIMINARY WORK ON INTERSECTION: Madara spokesman, this & wark that must ba donm bafara wn-
FEI-I'IWHD?I' mnlhwmmmmnum derground ulilites, a new waler system, new pavamant
Crazy ¥ infaresection in North Fork. According 1o a and trees ara installed later this year.

A:nmm ahu.,l!ﬂ-pnulﬂam'lmul m mli-:hmguntm local economy covared luhu:lu-l'hmhrhnrngm
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The end of an era

Charlia Hmmmmwwmm-mmmwh- end of an am."
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Hathy Kelley

A partnership between 13 dif-
ferent ogencies has resultod in
contributions af $1.6 million
throught grants and donations for
what g being called tha Naorth
Fork Summer of 4 Project.

A apirit of partnership has
prevailed in spite of probloms, the
mpeneies involved have worked
tegrother in order to tredt some of
the grant deadlines, a spokesman
nntod.

A problem identified in July
could have sot back or jeopardized
part of the project. It was found
that same 50-yenr or older storm
drains under the “Y" intersection
needed to be replaced, Additional
wark would push timelines back
and miss the $20,000 tree planting
grant deadlines.

sinee  then, Moadern County
facilitated work on that problem so
that delays wers at o minimum.
strict & Superviser Hurry Baker
was at the July rco-ordination
mesting. After listening to the
problem he went back to the other
suparvisors and they were able to
put & bid out for paving and re-
conatrnction on the "V interese
ton without further dalay,

AL the samo time the agendces
awarding the tree grants pushed
those deadlines back. The trees

which must be purchasad from
loeal nurseries, and El]ﬂ-l'l-tlII I:lJ-'
loenl [nndseaping contractors, still
have to be in the ground b the end
of Octabor, sceording fo David
Mortin of Waterwise Landscnpe
Architeeta

"Thi eoordination and coopera.
tinn 18 histore, the projest hos
been done in record time,” com-
miented Chris Nota, @ covrdinator
for the Nerth Fork Saommer of 54
Project and the US Forest Survies
Minarots district ranger. “What 1
like sbout this project 18 that it
gtarted as o grass roots sffort and
in thme other agencies ceme in
with a spivit of partnership that
mnde it a reality."

The entire project invalvas thres
different areas: The conztruetion of
m new and [mproved public water
EyEtem; buriod utility lines and in.
sallntion of mew stront lights and
thie repaving of North Fork's Main
Street.

Work is expected to start on re-
P-l"«"'l'huf the road after the Liabar
Day weekend, boginning with the
Y™ intersoction,

By Oct. 1, the curba far the new
street lights ore expected to be
finishad. The curbs will protect the
12 naw girsal 1ig]l.bs aftor I‘.hr:_'r are
Instolled. The lights, which ave

- = =

'$1.5 million in grants

for North Fork project

irom 16 to 20 feet tall, will light up
the downtown area betwesn Con-
nia's Ritehon and the North Fork
Supesr Market

Ascording te a Madern County
spukumman, & new pump i in place
ond most of the weter lines npnd
tanks were expected to be stori]-
izod by Labor Day.

There are still Fesidents who are
nat hooked up to the new water
system, Connecting to the syatem
for homeowners can toke balween
30 ond 80 doye The water service
has already beon installed along
property lines. It iz up to the
propery owner to hire their own
plumber and to contact the health
department for an inspeclion ancm
the sonnection is made.

Those working na partners on
the praject include PGEE, State of
Californin, Madera Councy,
Califernin Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection. Farmers
Home Administration, Smnll Dsi-
ness Administration, US PFaorest
Eﬂh"ii-'ﬂ, Ponderosn T'ili.lrph-:mul
St Telophane, North Fork
Chamber of Commerce, MNorth
Pork Community Developmont
Coundl, Morth Fork community
memberg and Waterwise
Landsenpe Arehitocta,




ASS LAKE, SCENIC HIGHWAY  MAIN
STREET INTERSECTION NEAR THE POST OFFICE

S

AN EXISTING VIEW OF THE BASS LAKE
INTERSECTION BY THE POST OFFICE




Lake entrance

NEW STREET UGHTS: Neal Bladen inspects a
profotype ol the new light pole for North Forks
downtown area. The design of tha pala was takan lrom
tha R-UDAT (Rural-Lilban Design Asskstance Team)
tudy dione for Narlh Fork, The design will allow for an
axiansion of ancther anm from which banners of com-

munity, evenis can be hung, PGAE s supply the wire
and tha ligh far the pale. Thay will hoak the light up
onpci i I8 mstallied, Geodwin Lumbar company B
providing the lumbar at cost, “i's a community effor.”
stisted Bladen.
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AT IN NOATH FORK: Helping to announce the location
of the now Yozoemite Bank ATM [swfomatic toller
maching] and night deposi services in Morh Fork are
comimuniy mambars and bank officials. Pictured Lot
woeek near the proposed ATM island Iocation are (L 1o
R) Jim Flanagen, president of tha North Fork Ghamber
of Commerce; Doug Dearing, manager of the
Yosemite Bank in Oakhursl; Jean Coffey, president of
the Morh Ferk Ecenomic Development Ceuned:

Ay

-

! -1 “ e I

Lorebel Begley, Yosemile Bank senlor vico-prasident;
Tom Dewlan, presidont ol Yosemite Bank; Tom
Whealer, representative ol Frank Wyte, tha land
ownar; Jirm Willis, ownar of North Fork Supes Market;
Steva Cowdrey, US Foresl Service civil enginear;
Palrice Jansen, architect for the new ATHYL Steve
Walch, axecutive vica-preeident of tha Pines Resorts;
and Cal Barnatt, Marth Fark Chamber of Commanca,




{Above) One of Bolse's resort-like recreational opportunities (Below) The City of Trees at sunset
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Tuesday, May 31, 1994
ATTeNDep By - JEAN CoFFEF, FRes. § CHESTINE NaTA- Lice Ple s

National Rural Community Assistance Partnership Meeting
"Rural Communities in Transition: Changes and Choices"

7:30 - ¥:30 a.m. Registration for Training Sessions 2nd Floor Lobhby
8:00 am. - 12:00 p.m. Training
Rocky Mountain Institute (all day) Library
Rural Development 101 {moming) Lansing Room
11:30 aum. - 1:00 p.m, Registration 2nd Floor Lobby
1 2:00 - 1:00 p.m. Lunch on your own
1:00 -5:00 p.m. ROYArea RCA Coordinators Meeting Coming Room
1:04) - 5:00 pum. Training
Kocky Mountain Institute (cont.) Library
Fural Development 201 Lansing Room

Alternate Dispute/Conflict Resolution Ithaca Room

1:00) - 5:00 p.m. Focused Networking Opportunities
GIS Technology/Applications Newfield Room
Ecosystem Management'Communities Danby Room
Tourism Dryden Room
Technology Transfer to Benefil
Rural Communities Enfield Room
200 - 10:00 p.m. Repgistration Cortland Room

3:30- 7:30 p.m Mo-Host Social Cortland Room




Coffey, Jean

Tuesday May 31
morning

afternoon

Wednesday, June 1
afternoon

Thursday, June 2
morning

afternoon

Friday, June 3
morning

0 Rocky Mountain Institute (all day)
U Rural Development 101

U Rural Development 201
U Alternate Dispute/Conflict Resolution

U Agritourism

O Community-based GIS

O Benefits of Accessible Communities

O New Age City-States & Their "Real Economies”
U Special Products, Markets, and Sustainability

L Social Infrastructure: Why is it Essential?

0 Leadership Development

&’hal We're Learning: North, South, East, & West
U Issues & Opportunitics for Tribal Governments

O Planning for Tourism
é::nmun'sm

U Collaborative Planning

[ Changing Land Issues

U Sustainable Communitics and Ecosystems

O Exploring the Rural-Urban Connections

0 Special Forest Products: Agencies' Strategies

O Working with Multi-Community Collaboration

O Performance-based Measures

O What We're Leaming: North, South, East, & West

U Finger Lakes Land Trust
O Cayuga County
gritourism
U Ecotourism/Watchable Wildlife
o Diversifying Agriculture-Beyond Wineries
O Multi-Community Collaboration

H’I:lanm'ng for Tourism

U Watersheds and Local Economies

O New York State: A Rural Focus

0 Agroforestry: Ideas and Opportunities

O Special Products, Markets, and Sustainability
d Dynamics of Poverty

0 NGO's - What They Can Do for You!

U How to Manage Revolving Loan Funds

O Co-ops - Another Choice for Communities




Saturday, June4 O Penn Yan Windmill nmj_\fn:'i_guc-frdila

all day & Walkins Glenfi: Racetracks and Wineries
U Catskills Watershed
— J Coming: Choosing to Stay Competitive
'q.r"' i ":Ii“

¥
.
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North Fork Fall Festival
to be held Saturday, Oct. 8

The North Fork Fall Fastival
will be hold Saturday, Oct, 8, One
of the main foatures of this year's
ovent is the Grizzly Century
Eicycle 100-mila rally which starts
at 7 am. and |eops through the
&lﬂi:ﬂﬂﬂ?‘

The North Fork Lions Glub will
serve o pancake breakfust wl
North Fork School's Kennedy Hall
Oct. 8 from B-10 a.m. The menu in-
cludes snusage, eggs cooked to
order, vrange juice snd coffos,

Other svents include the Narth

Foria Cradt Foir which will be held
in the post offies parking lot from
10 a.m. to & pm. Lunch,

by the North Fork eighth grade,
will be availahle,

For more infermation about the
croft fair, contact the US Forest
Servies, 877.2218,

The Sierrn Mono Museum will
be open especially far the avent
between § a.m. and § pm,

In addition, a sidewalk sale and
the Shut-Eye Peak Mountain Bike
Challange is planned for Ot 8.

a!
i
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Construction wo

rk on NF’s

‘Y’ intersection going ahead

Kathy Kellay

In spite of problems, construc-
tion work on Nerth Fork's *Y™ in-
torenction is moving ahead.

Work en reconstruction of the
oy s bersection nnd (8 connocting
roads, Road 225 and Hoad 222, has
beon contracted to Ages Construc-
tion of Clovis, The work schedule
waa to start Sept. 26 and continae
through Novembar.

Troffic stops during the first

wook are axpactad to be intermit-
tent and have minor impact 1o
traffic, according to Harry Har-
risan of the Madern County Rood
Popartment.
A schedule of the first week's ac-
tivities wan pasted by the Madera
County Road Department for
Ao,

Arcording to Jim Mincy, ganeral
superintendeont and vies prosddent
of the company, the grading the
campnny will ba doing is expected
to provide the liggest incon-
veniunce to local traffic. Bofore
this happens, the contractor hns
agreed to notify the public of traf-
fic dilays.

Mincy noted thers could be nddi-
tional delays with traffic if they
hinve to blast rock.

This week the company was to
move cquipment to the site, grind
asghalt, remave guard rails, exist-
ing curbs and gutters ot desig-
nated spots, TOMoYE eXisting storm
drains in the intersection, and cne

ot bwo trees and brugh near the

bridge on Road 225

Cogperative meetings botween
all agencies involved wre continu-
ing in crder to deal with issuca
that arse., A meeting vms held
Bept. 23 and an Oet. 21 meating
has beon schoduled.

“It's n complex project with
many parts, but wo are continuing
to work together," noted Chris
Nota, district ranger with the US
Forest Service Minarets [Mstriet
and one of the project’s coor-
dinators. *You can’t do a praject

like this without some
i neanveniente.”

Last wesk, of the Sepi. 23 manst-
ing, It was reported there had been
confusion over billing costs for con-
nacting to the new water st
Same landowners had reported
they wera boing charged addition-
al fees for their water connection.

In Aogust Modera County Su-
porvisors voted to chorge o $500
connection feu iF done before Ok,
31, and $1,000 after thut date. The
board approved the dote of Nov, 16
a4 the dote the Weatherly / Doer
Pork water sytem will be
abandoned.

Responding to that particular
gtoation, [Hstrict § Supervisor
Harry Baker agked those who feal
they have beon over-charged to
detail the problem in writing and
madl it to him ot either: Govern-
mant Center, 208 West Yosemite

Sovanue, hadera, Ch B3G3T: or
PO, Box 219, Oakhurst, CA
44,

SBuggestinna  were made by

homeowner répressntntives Lo
have ths Madera County En-
ginpering Dopartment send a let-
tor to property owners Listing dates
wheen the department neods to
hear from homeowners.

In Oetober PGEE i& expectad tn
complata ite substructure work,
pulling cable and putting in under-
ground transmitters, according to

_Rl.-l:h Paulaen, o spekesman.

The wiiity company will then
wark an the new street lights and
with Madora County Road Deport-
ment in removing vtility poles

Poulsen told coordinating agen-
cies the eloctrien] system will be
complete, including streot lights,
by November. Hi noted Enat
Pla&E wouldn't be able to remove
all the overhead wiring wntil sl
the homeowners convorted. They
have until April, he =aid

Cnl Barnott, @ Morth Fork
Chamber of Commaree Toprasantio-
tive, reported that all the sreet

lights had been sold or sponsored,
He noted that PGEE, Jim Willis
and John Olson's company
(Giersch & Oleen) had purciiased
some aof the remaining lights.

Barnoett also spake about the un-
paved area in front of the
chumber's office.

“The bump in the road thore i
becausas of work being dons by the
Seate Environmantal Agoncy. We
don't know wha did the polution.
Bob Quick, (a former gos station
owner) got a dean bill when ho
closed the station. We don't know
anyone from Madera County who
hasn't eoopernted,” Barnett
oxplained.

Bakor acknowledged the town's
achievement in bringing about a0
many changos at ono time.

“This 18 historic to bring so
many improvements,” noted
Baker. “1 doubt within the history
of Madera County, & community
got its roods :-.'Inu.nuﬂ-l.]p, o W
water gytam, and new lights all at
one tima, IU's samething for North
Fork folks to realize and come
tagether.”

New hours for the
NF Post Office

Starting Monday, Oet. 3, the
Morth Fork Post Ofice will be
reducing its window hoor sarice,
aecording to Nerth Fork
Postmiagter Ed Lamb.

The post office will be closing
Monday through Friday at 4 p.m.
It will be open Baturdays from
noon to 230 p.m.

Lamb motes that North Fork is
one of the few post offices that is
still wpen Saturdays and stresses
they will maintain it o8 long as
oobaible.

He alga wauld like to assure the
public that delivery will not be af-
fected in any way.

“Basically, the Postal Service,
like everyonoe eles, must earve up
the budget and cuts have to be
mada,” sald Lamb.
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CEDARS INTERPRETIVE TRAIL: Seventh grade studanis
{abave) from Nerth Fork School with their taacher Bill
Dodge (center) are doing volunteer work on the US
Forest Sarvice handicap in North Fork. The trail
was originally built 15 years ago and is currently boing
axtended and upgraded with new handicap standards.
Tha standards address the traifs grade, rasling areas
and ralings. “Filtean years ago there werenl stan-
dards Tor handicap accessibiity,” noted USFS spokes-
man Steva Cowager. Most of the work on the irail has
besn done by volunteers. Two of BEl Dodge’s seventh
grade classas aro working with athar volunteers, pairt-
ing, hauling lumber and hauling dirt. One of the othar
voluntears s Maal Bladen, from MNonh Fork, who has
worked on the trail every day since July. Garpentar
Waly Heronimus, who Bladen assists, is on special
datail fram the Tahoo Mational Forest. Earllar work was
dona by Youlth Consarvation Corp craws from Los An-
geles and Minarets resource parsonnel According o

Dodge, the Morth Fork seventh gradars wil combing
hair work activities with enviromental sludies, “Once
ﬂtﬁ'gnuwmﬂlﬂmiﬂdﬂmmqwﬂmwm
keop & journal about what
they have acompished,” Dodge gaid. In addilion Alan
Fioat, a wheelchair user, has basn to sea 8aC7 of 1ha
classes and has spoken about making the trad whadai-
chalr accessible. Also, the siudents were given a
whaalchair in which they can do thalr own testing. “1ts
a heautiful rall,” stated Dodge, "an interpreliive frail
that will benelit future students. This amea has baan
used in the past by schoals from all over for environ-
mental edusation.” Whan finished, the irall will axtend
a total of 3.3004eaet from the US Forest Service
Minatets Station to Road 225 approximately 150 feal
north of the county bridge. The original trail was Bo0-
feat in & Plans proposed for the futura inzlude
making the eroes Foad 225 and extend up 10 e
ok Fork campus and ta & proposed park in thi area.

i
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THURSDAY, SEPTENBER 15, 1994

NFfﬂWn all Autumn Festival
Community Dinner is Oct. 8

An Oct. 8 Town Hall Autvurmn
Fastival Community Dinnoer will
be sarved from 2 pom., 1o 7 i,
Tne Bike Rally viders will start
coming in nbout 2 pom, and will
want o ent sarly, nocarding to mn
ant spakesman.

The US Forest Sarvice is
preparing n ehoica af Eri-tip or
chickan entros sarvad with pota
tres, cormy, salud and rolla,

Tickata for the dinner ars
nvailable at Siorra Vista Clothing
and Gifts in North Feorle. Pre-sals

E |

FIANG BENTCH DONATED TO BOOSTERS: Paul Earnes
and Bafty Lyons, mambaers of the Marth Eark Soosters,

te2d the inscription on 8 piano bench recently o nated

tickets nre $6 nnd at the deor £7,

The Red Buds are preparing
desserts nvailable for sale from §.
i pm.fer #1 per serving,

Alsa, thers will be n no-host
Buooster bar, live musie and the
Scenle By-Way art show, Maarby
ot the Seout Building will be tha
North Fork history display. The
art show will be apen from naon-7
p.ni. The history display will be
open from noon-6 p.n.

For more information call the
LIS Forost Servies at B77-2218,

1o thi bocatars by

Eh.d.hdmm‘ an active commun ity
mamiar who hes ved in Narth Fark sinca 1927,




THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1994

North Fork
Fall Festival

The North Fork Fall Festival
will ba held Saturday, Oct. 8. One
of the main features of this year's
event is the Grizzly Cantury
Bicyele 100 mile rally which
starts at 7 p.m. and loops through
the Sconic Byway.

Tha North Fark Lions Club will
sorve n pancake braakfast at
Horth Fork School's Ksnnedy Hall
Oct. 8 from 8-10 a.m. Along with
the pancakes, sausoge, eggs
enoked ta arder, arangs julee and
coffes will be served.

The North Fork Craft Fair will
be held in the post office parking
lot from 10 aum. - & pom. Lunch,
preparsd by tha Morth Fork
aighth prade, will bs availahle.

The Siorra Mono Mussum will
be opan especially for the avant
between 8 a.m. and G p.o,

A sidownlk sole and the Shat-
Eye Paak Mountein PBike
Challengs sre alzs planned for
Oct. B,

An Oct 8 Town Hall Fall
Festival Community Dinner will
be served from 2-7 pom. The Bike
Bally riders will start coming in
about 2 pom. and will want to sat
aarly, according to an event
spokesman.

The US Forest Service is
prep iy nE o choice of tri-hip ar
chicken snires served with pota-
toes, carn, saalad and mlls,

Tickets for the dinner are
aviailable st Sierra Vista Clothing
and Gifts in North Fork. Pre-sale
ticketa are $6 and at the door, §7.

The Red Buds nra Frlpp.rina;
dessrrts avallable for enla from 6-
T pum. for #1 per serving.

Also, at Town Hall there will
bo live music and the SBcenic
Byway Art Show from noon ko 7
p.m. MNearby, at the Seout
Building will be a Narth Fark
History display firom neon - 6 pum,

For more information eall the
US Forest Service at 877-2218.

PAGE FOUR

CHEERLEADERS RAISE $228 FOR THANKSGIVING: North Fork School
chearieadars are shown at one of two charity car weshes held durirg Sep-
temiser. The choarleaders have raised $228 so far, which will ba ussd far
compiate Thanksgiving dinnars for at least 10 famiies. The dinners will ba
gwven to lamifies in the North Fork community who othenwise may not have
nad & Thanksgiving. In addition, the chaerleadmrs have placed a canned
lood donation bax &t the North Fark Super Market and WaG Market. They
are working for mora donations In order to feod oven more famiies. The
cheefieaders axprassed their thanks to af thoes wha had their cars washad
and whe made cash donations. Thoy gave a epacial thanks o Craig Fawcett
of WEG Market, Jim Wilks at Marth Fork Super Market and Tom Whealar for
supparting them and allowing the use of thelr facilities. Piclured above are:
iL = R) DU Aldre (veluntaer), Bryanna Gesde, Dawn Aley, Amanda
Johnson, Deo Dea Akire and Katie Thrapp (behind tha o),










OLDEST NEWSPAPER m
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1994

GFIIEELET' GEH‘:UHV BICYCLE RALLY: 120 riders took par in the rafly which was pan of 1he Monh Fork
sk part in _111-& Grizzley Century 100 Mila Bicycla Rally Fall Fastival
hald Ozt 8 in Narth Fori, Riders from all over the Sate

b

EGFFTH FORK FALL FESTIVAL: The Morth Fork Fa Shuteya Ol Rosd race, Pictured above are picluras of
la?r“”:I was held Oet. & 'l'l'rirlfm'-ral included a cralts  Saturday's Crafts Fair heid in the Morh Fork Center,
N afl chow and both the Grizzley Bike Rally andthe  Booths with various #ems ware =howessed
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Yosemite Bank to install ATM and 1©-27-/47
night depository in North Fork

Yosamite Bank will be installing
a drivesup sutomnted teller
machine (ATM) and night
depository in the North Forik Shop-
ping Comter whars tha past alfico i
Incated. Installation ia expected Lo
be completed in Mareh, 1895,

Morth Fork responded over-
whelmingly in the recent Yosernite
Bank survey an providing banlking
gorvices in North Fork.

“The survey tesults indicated an
gverwhelming necd for a Temili
service facility in North Fork and
to @ lesser degres in Boass Lake,”
grated a spokesman. "Conseguent-
1y, Yosomite has decided to place
the ATM in Marth Fork in an effort
to service the meeds of both
communited”

The ATA will be full servies, ae-
eopting ATM cards issued by most
major banks and savings and loans
throughout the US. It will dis-
pinas cash and accopt doposits to
personal checking nnd savings
doobants

A night depository will also bo
inatalled for the bank's costomers.
This will allow the bosiness com-
munity to make deposits 1o busi-
ness accounts withoot leaving
North Fork,

Each banking day, the depueits
fur personal and business accounts
will be retrieved nnd processed ot
the Ookburst office of Yasemite
Ennk.

According to @ spakesman,
“Yesemite Bank wishes to thank
Incol ares morchantes, Cal Barmat!
and Jim Flanagan of the North
Fork Chambor of Commerce, Joan
Caffey, president of the Econombc
Davelopment Councl, Chris fRota
of the US Forest Barviee and the
Sierra Star for their help and

mupport.”

fosD 7RIS e,

ATM LOCATION: This is a preliminary drawing for the Yosemile Eank
sutomatic leller maching which will be localed en “an island"” in tha Morth
Fark Foal Office patking ok

_Eun'ing the Sierra since 1977, FDIC, with branches in Mo paaa,
Yosemnite Bank is o member of the  Groveland and Oakhurst.,
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1994

MNUBDes oo

Whia Kaliay {center with dark coat) istens fo lncsd logpers and ranchors afer the Dec, 7 meetng in Nomh Fork

A,

1=
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‘Residents hear about

‘Home Rule movement

Eathy Kelloy

The California reprosentative of
the Wationnl Federal Land Con-
Terence was in North Fork last
wenk to talk sbout the “Home Role
movement." The NFLGC is one of
the original county movements in
thi westarn states

Mike Kelley, ales founder of the
Butte County Citdzen for Fair
Government and president of the
Butte County Totpayers Assceia-
ton, spoke to cver 200 ranchers,
logmers, farmers and vesdonts of
Eastern Madora County at n meat-
ing in Morth Fork's Town Hall,

Eolley told thoss present that
haomo rule was net about making
new [mwa but making the state ad-
" hers to (ta own lawe.

"The signers of the constitution
did not come from the state lovel or
the city level. They all came fram
the county leval"” Kelley said.
“Wow wa have aloctad officials who
have removed the ssat of autherity

tent io 'pm"tlcl.p.lh:l in NEPA,
foderal ngensles are under no
obligation to consider the county's
economic stability.

“It’s not too late to rearganize
mnd put your ingut where it will da
some good, not down at the barker-
shop," Kolley eaid,

He sncournged thoas present to
make thelr bonrd of supervisors
anderstand what their noeds are.

“You are gaing to have to stand
up and fight for your rights,” he
maldl.

Th'.l fiTat Rt-ll]'ll ol 'I.'i.'|tI.iE:i|1E hame
rule will be to got enongh sgna-
tured on & petidon of rodress
g‘l‘in'.-'unr:n mnid pres=nt the jtliun
to the board of EUpeTvinors,

If smough signatures ars col-
lected to persuade suporvisors to
pass a “Home Rule® resolution,
then the supervisors will form a
committes to identify the county's
customa,  culture and oconomie
stability. Onco these [ssues are

The major chetacle Helley for
sees jg apathy. “Yoo hove o mr .'u
up your mind, this is your county,’
Helley said,

Acearding to Kalloy, the Home
Rule concapt has boeny npproved by
the California Association of Coon-
ty Attarneys and the Attarnes
Genieral,

"Il vou want to got behind Wil
lard Nelsen and Tom Whesler,
who are warking to got Heme Rule
for the entirs eaunty, you need to
writy your congresmman,” Kalley
advised,

“How many congressmen come
to North Fork™ Kelley nsked.

In response to avbcles that have
said & Home Hula ardinancs 1= il-
legnl, Kelley respondod that thay
would not be asking for an or-
dll‘l-l'l-l'lli'-li" but a resclution instend

“It ia t'un'l‘ﬁ totional to do it as a
resolutian o put in prl-li'f- A pounty
movement,” he sald, *To pass o
resolution supparting Home Rule




THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1994

North Fork hi

A look back at 1994

The year of 1994 was the end of
nn erm with the closure of the
North Fork Mill in February. The
elomure of both the North Fork and
Auberry mills put hundreds of
familiss out of work in the ares.
Tho rest of the vear was filled with
politicnl campaigning and upsets
from the local to the national lovel.
Local school districts increasingly
vocalized the dosire for a new high
schinal aite in Enstern Madera
County,

Junuary

Poul Vining, a logger in the
area, wos selocted ms the 1093
Citizen of the year. Vining was
selected bacause ha donntes his
time and equipment to improve
and maintain ball felds ot the
Morth Fork Recreation Center and
helps ready the center for the Log-
gers’ Jambares, He alss valuntesrs
with the Little League program.

Poul Lemmon of Morth Fork
returned from & week at Space and
Rocket Conter in  Huntsville,
Alabamba, While there, Lommon
exporiencad eome of the training
ustronauts go through for space
explorntion.

Madera County Supervisors
strangthened their commitment to
i project extonding Highway 41
north into Madera County, The
board woted to appoint Robert
stone, exvoutive director of the
Muders County Transporlstion
Commission, o8 a county coor-
dinater for the Highway 4L prajoct
and authrolzed sonding a lettor to
Congressman  Richard Labman
ncknowledging the board’s support
of the extensi on.

Assomblyman Bill Jones, a
rancher and budinessman from
Frosno County, declared his cans
didocy for 1984 Republican
namination for Secretary of State.

Harry Baker, Madera County
Fifth District Supervisor and
ehnirman pro-tem of the board, haa
annpunced that he wil bo n can-
didate for re-slection to the Board

of Suporvisors,

Madera County District Atvor-
ney Ernest J. LiCalsi was in
Fastern Madara County to intro-
duee a new “had” check, or insuff-
cient funds policy for Madera

cles in eronting and improving foal

breoks, timber reforestiation,

wildlife hehitat and water shodain

Eastern Madora County.
Februsry

Growth, new facilities nand
transportation were the key issues
ot & joint mosting of the boards of
trustess  from  the Chawanakes
Joint Sehool District and Sierra
Joint Unfon High School DHatrict

George Radunovich, 38, of
Mariposa has nnnounced that he is
a candidote for the Republican
nomination for Congrece in the
1%th IH=lret,

US Congressman Richard Loh-
man will be giving a talk to the
North Fork 4-H Citizenship Group
mbout heow the notional EuVeErm:
mient worka, This will be the fivat
of three presentations set up by
Worth Fork 4H Junior Leadar
Forest Grow az purt of o special
dtizenship project to educate the
public about the government.

Claudin Box s & candidate for
the Chawanakee Schnol Bonrd,

The total number of major crime
cises fn Enstern Mndors County
dropped in 1993 from the 1992
total, nccording Lo statistics from
the Madern County SherilTs
Department. In 1993 thore were a
tatal of B8] coses compared to 043
in 1993,

Arme Nixon, a professor Trom

Californin State University at
Fresno and story teller, par-
ticipatéd in the annual Young
People's Reading and Writing Fos-
tival at North Fark School.
Expertain the U5 Fores: Servics
wers predicting major changes and
downrizing within the agency.
sioren National Forest Minorets
District Ranger Chriz Nota
believed the coming venr would
create mare change than at any
time in the history of the USFS.
Madern County and PGEE will
be eambiming offarts on  throo
projects for downtawn North Fork.
This summer Madera County is
planning to rencvate the Main.
tenance District 84 water system
and re-construct a pertion of Road
222 in the anme aren. At the sarme
time PGEE will be coordinating
plans “for installing an under-

ghlights

graund distries,

Bequnin  Forest Industrios, =
California based wood products
manufacturing company, an-
nounced Feb, 22 it would shut
down its North Fork sowmill
beginning Feb. 25. According to
Gary Rogers, a apikesman for the
operation, Feb, 25 would be the
last day for many of the crew.
Seven or eight people would sty
on to gort and dry the remaining
timber for an indefinite time. Ex-
ecutive WVice President and
General Manoger of SFI, Jamos
Anthony, cited the reduced log
supgly from the Sierra National
Forest as the sslo cause for the
dlosure, Last menth SFI clossd {ts
Auberry mill. Since Decembor
18991, SFI has loid off over 250
emplayees and reduced its opern.

tiona by two-thirds,
Congressman Richard Lehman
(D-North Fork) addressed his

hamaotawn 4-H club last week and
thon fielded questions about pa-
tionnl issues from the audience.
Questions and comments ranged
from financing of political eam-
paigns to beoteamps for juvenile
offenders to Secia]l Security and
many things in botween.
March

In the wake of the Morth Fork
Mill closure, a community meeting
wiak hold to discuss other oconomic
alternntives. The mesting was
called by US Forest Servies and
luggers who are concorned with
the effects of the mill dlosing. The
greup fnvited area leaders to speak
on tourigm, business cportunities
with waed related products, job re-
training for displaced workers,
small business loans and small
buwsiness marketing techniques,

Saying its time for voters to
sand  “indepondent mindod
citizen - lagislntors” to the Stats
Capitol, agribuisnessman  Thek
Monteith has formally announced
his condidacy for the recently
trenpportioned 12th State Sencks
Diistriet,

Governor Wilson signed into law
“the toughest and most sweeping
crime hbill in Californin history®
Marech 7. The Bill will put three

See Page 4
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time folons behind bars for life.

For the first time in 10 ¥Ear:,
the North Fork Indian Health
Conter has announeed it has a full
time doctor, Dr. Jamaes Lahanas,
and full dme nurse, Judy Conlon,
Bath arv on duty the four daya the
elinie iz opan.

The board of trustees il the
Chawnnakes Jaint Schoal Distriet
and the Sierra Joint Unian High
School District met ta difcizga
schoel funding and growth within
those districts. The trustpss lis-
toned to & David Tons=ig & As-
soclales repressntative who
provided extensive information on
how to finance naw schaal
fncilitios

Maders County Shariff-Caroner
Glenn Seymour anncunced ha ig
senking re-elactian,

- US Porest Servies petsonnel
from the Minarets Ranger Diatrict
of the Sierra National Forest have
comploted the second of four
wcheduled snow surveys for the
+ ¥oar. Measurements wore taken at
* 10 locations in the Siorra above

North Fork betwesn Fob. 28 and

March 1 and indicata Ehat curront
- Water content of the Toen] e
* Bnow pack fs approximately R
percent of nermal for this tima of
year,

Appraximately 80 parents and
teachers attended i apecial pressn-
tation and meeling on  gangs,
drugs and graffiti at North Fark
Schoel, Tha mesting was callod in
T*Spanss o graffiti en  schogl

‘oud message we won't tolerate
r-FLi“."

Valunteers rajsed $18,000 in the
Mareh 10 Cardiac Arrest for the
Amerienn Henrt Asociation, Par.
Hoipating in  the offort  were
CHawannakes Sehool Distriet Sy-
perintendent Phi) Pendley, Morth
Fark Schoal Principal Jim LGraen,
and Chawanakos District Physeial
Edueation Directar John Some.
rville. In keeping with the theme
ol tha 'ﬁ.|||-|:|'n:|_1lt|r. the thres weps
givan o rids te the fundraising ae.
tivities by Madern County Regarve

I SINASIAY Oy <32

The Community College Cam.
mittoe for Enstern Madora /
Mnriposa countias fu orEaniEing o
drive ta form a community college
in Eastern Mudera County. The
Broup is carrently invalved with
Eothering signatures on a petition
Eupporting Senate Bill 1607 which
wattld form a community college in
Ehig nrea.

The Loggers' Jambores Quuen
Contastants were announced last
weokend at (o Loggers' Tambarce
kick-off dinner and dance, Tha eon-
testants, Kim Ettner, Terpas
Flory, Jennifer Casner, Gretchen
Davis and Marlane Yoakum, wers
instroudeed hy 1993 Loggers Jam-
bores Quesn Christing MeDanald,

Kimberly Bradford Kellor, 38,
wad found dend and her haluy,
Katherine Elizaboth Keller, 22
months, was later pronounced
dead ot Valley Medica] Centor, Ac-
cording to the Madera Coanity
Sheriffs Department, Kon Kellor
found his wife and daughter at §
pem. Monday, April 11, in their
Narth Fork home, Thay had both
bouwn shot.

ment  hweard fram many pay-
teipants.  Auctioneers included
L#w Craw and Harry Baker,
Approximately $13,000 has baen
made available as o reward fund
far the Keller murdoy case, Apri]
18 the Mudera County Supervisors
voted to extend an existing $5 000
county rewnrd fund which wag tio
be usad for the Velma Avdief and
Seelln Ron murder ease o alan
cover the Kellor murder case, A
siman  for Tha Ponderaay
Telaphons Co, confirmed that tha
company has made an ndditionnal
45,000 availah]s for the reward
fund for the Koller murder casp,
Under protest fram the sudiency
and two boardg members, the Sierra
daint High Schogl District Trus-
tees vobed 4.2 tg continue giving
Sierra High Sehool £300,000 fop
second consscutive yoar. Thy
funding is to be Evon ponding a
board -approved expanditure plan,
Critics of tho expanditure baliave
thee moncy {s hulping to fund the
oew middla school in the Sierrg

~1994 North |

of timber resourccs.

Competition, an annual public
ton spotlighting the winners of
Rational bird carving competitic
recontly foatured thw are waork
Dennia Schroador of Morth For
Schroedor's carving of a Iy
wigeon won third hest in the shg:
open decorative 1ifesize flaatir
wildfowl, ot e 1933 Pacii
Flyway Decoy Associatio
Wildfow? Fastival, earning him
Spot in  thiz national Bpoc]a
interest mogazing.

Fallowing a two-hour, standir
reom-only meeting in Crakhurs
Senator Dan MeCorquodale |
bean abla to schedule a hearing o
his community callege bill May 1
The hearing will ha bofore &
Senate Education Committes §
Sacrarnonts,

Bill Jones, Republican candidar
fur California Secrotary of Stut.
and his wife, Mavresn, were §
U'Neals last week for potluc
pienie, arranged by Evelyn Dhueaf
at Spring Valley School. Jane
tepresented Eoastern Mader
County in the etate assombly unti
redistricting twa years ago, H
eaid he iz spending much of ki
tme ecompaigning in gout i
California but it g nlwoya |
plensure to return to Enster
Madera County,

Thirty-nine year schot teachor
Bhirley Schlichting and Share:
Meredith are both retiring fron
Buss Lake Schoal this year,

oducators and cammunit
mombors wery o ptad with th,
paseing of Senate Bill 1607 by the
Stnte Senate Cammittes on Edues
Bon Mny 11 in Sacramento, This
repradents the first hurdle in &
series of legislative hurdlos faces
by the bill'a SUppurters,

Soma of the first =eps in boild.
ing a fuel brpak around Nerth
Pork were taken this maonth.
Representatives from the Agricul-
ture  Stahilization Coanservati on
Servics and Coarsegold Rosmures
Conservation Distriel toured
North Fork ranchos owned by
Crace Tex and Walt Ellis to see
some of the mechanien] brushing
being dene, A prescribod horn s
planned for the neighboring Wyle

Ranch i EL of the fuel bragk
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